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December 14, 2012 

 

 

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 

1523 Pacific Avenue 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

Attn:  Rachel Moriconi 

 

Re: Santa Cruz METRO/Ecology Action “Ride On” Folding Bike Program Proposal 

 2012 Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP) Funding Request 

 

Dear Ms. Moriconi: 

 

 I am writing in support of the “Ride On” folding bicycle program proposal for RSTP funding. This is a 

pilot program targeting cyclists using Santa Cruz METRO’s Highway 17 Express route, which serves the county 

along major roadways, connecting to multi-modal transportation in Santa Clara County. “Ride On” will increase 

METRO’s ability to transport bicycles on the route by at least 100%, from a maximum capacity of five to ten or 

more. By offering vouchers for approximately 50% towards the purchase of folding bicycles bundled with a 31-

day bus pass, Ride On offers the cyclist a guarantee that their bike will fit on the bus and a month to try it out.  

 The Highway 17 is one of Santa Cruz METRO’s most impacted routes. Bicycle riders can be left behind 

at stops to wait for another bus because the three-bike rack is full and storage space inside may be occupied by 

wheelchairs, a priority user of transit. The Highway 17 Express route connects students from Santa Cruz 

County, a large bike-riding contingent, to San Jose State University and other educational institutions and takes 

the same population to and from the train station for holiday travel. Bikers who use the route and work within a 

mile or so of any stop, station or park-and-ride can travel reliably with a folding bike. 

  Ecology Action’s prior experience and Santa Cruz METRO’s leadership and increased investment 

make a complimentary partnership. The proposal has the full support of the transit district and previous 

challenges such as sustainability and expansion have all been addressed. I urge serious consideration of this 

worthy proposal.  

 

 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

 

LUIS A. ALEJO 

Assemblymember 

28
th

 District  






























