
The Coastal Rail Trail, the spine of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail,  
is a unique treasure for Santa Cruz County. Thanks in part to more than  
$18 million in public funds and private donations secured to date, our County will 
have access to eight miles of new bicycle and pedestrian trails within the next  
two years.

This unique 32-mile long trail will connect half the population of Santa Cruz 
County, and pass within a mile of 44 schools and 92 parks. The legendary project 
will offer many options for getting around that support our active culture and 
reduce the pollution that causes global warming. 

The Santa Cruz County Transportation Improvement ballot measure includes  
$85 million toward projects that will help complete the 32-mile long trail. Some of 
the proposed improvements include: 

n   Completion of significant sections of the bicycling and walking trail  
that will connect Santa Cruz, Capitola, Aptos and Watsonville. This will 
encourage children to safely walk or bike to school and improve bicycle and 
pedestrian access for over half of the population of Santa Cruz County. 

n   Building new bike and pedestrian bridges; adding lighting and security; and 
keeping the trail safe and clean for active use. 
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The 2016 ballot measure will also provide funding for a 
comprehensive Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to 
analyze potential rail transit and other corridor transportation 
options, particularly important for our growing local workforce 
commuting long distances. As congestion worsens, commuters 
spend more and more time stuck idling in traffic, polluting the air 
and losing time away from their families. 

The 2016 ballot measure does not include funding for 
passenger rail service. The EIR will involve extensive public 
discussion, review and analysis of rail transit as an option to 
meet future transportation needs in the next decade or two. 
A future funding source would have to be identified if the 
community chooses to bring rail service to the County.
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