Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s

Elderly & Disabled Transportation
Advisory Committee
(Also serves as the state-mandated Social Service Transportation Advisory Council)

AGENDA
1:30 pm, Tuesday, February 12, 2013

Regional Transportation Commission, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz
1.

Call to Order

2.

Introductions

3.

Oral Communications
The Committee will receive oral communications during this time on items not on today’s agenda.
Presentations must be within the jurisdiction of the Committee, and may be limited in time at the discretion
of the Chair. Committee members will not take action or respond immediately to any Oral Communications
presented, but may choose to follow up at a later time, either individually, or on a subsequent Committee
agenda.

4.

Additions or deletions to consent and regular agendas
CONSENT AGENDA
All items appearing on the consent agenda are considered to be minor or non-controversial and will be
acted upon in one motion if no member of the E&D TAC or public wishes an item be removed and
discussed on the regular agenda. Members of the E&D TAC may raise questions, seek clarification or add
directions to Consent Agenda items without removing the item from the Consent Agenda as long as no other
E&D TAC member objects to the change.

5.

Approve Minutes from Jan 15, 2013 meeting (page 3)

6.

Receive Transportation Development Act (TDA) Revenues Report as of Jan 2013
(page 7)

7.

Receive RTC Highlights through Jan 2013 (page 8)

8.

Receive summary of Pedestrian Hazard Reports (page 10)

9.

Receive current E&D TAC Roster (page 11)

10. Receive E&D TAC Letter to County Elections dated 12/12/2012 (page 13)
11. Receive Santa Cruz County Elections Response Letter dated 1/16/2013 (page 14)
12. Information Items (links provided, hard copy circulated at meeting)
a. Seniors Drive Infrastructure Spending 1/30/13 article in Mass Transit magazine
13.

Receive Agency Updates (other than items on the regular agenda)
a.
b.
c.

Volunteer Center
Community Bridges serving as the Consolidated Transportation Services Agency
- 1st Quarter Report for FY 2012-13 Transportation Development Act Report
(page 18)
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District (Metro)
- ParaCruz Operations Status Report: Jan 2013 (page 20)
- Accessible Services Report: Jan 2013 (page 26)
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- Past Metro Reports (please see archives on the web):
d.
e.

http://www.scmtd.com/en/agency-info/board-of-directors/70-board-agenda-archive

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
Private Operators

REGULAR AGENDA
14. Select Section 5310 Grant Application review committee– RTC staff (page 30)
15. Accept Aptos Village Plan Accessibility and Design Features – County Staff (page 33)
16. Pedestrian Safety Work Group Update – Chair
a. Letter from Pedestrian Safety Work Group to Realtors Association dated 1/18/13
(page 49)
17. Adjourn

Next meeting locations and times:
•

1:30 pm, April 9, 2013 @ the RTC offices

•

1:30 pm, June 11 @ Mid-County Location

Future Topics: TDA Claims, Pedestrian Improvements near Activity Centers/Bus Stops,
Transit Service to Frederick Street and other activity centers
HOW TO REACH US

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Phone: (831) 460-3200 / fax (831) 460-3215
Email: info@sccrtc.org / website: www.sccrtc.org

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission does not discriminate on the basis of disability and no
person shall, by reason of a disability, be denied the benefits of its services, programs, or activities. This meeting
location is an accessible facility. If you wish to attend this meeting and require special assistance in order to
participate, please contact RTC staff at 460-3200 (CRS 800/735-2929) at least three working days in advance of this
meeting to make arrangements. People with disabilities may request a copy of the agenda in an alternative format. As
a courtesy to those person affected, please attend the meeting smoke and scent-free.
SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCIÓN/TRANSLATION SERVICES
Si gusta estar presente o participar en esta junta de la Comisión Regional de Transporte del condado de Santa Cruz y
necesita información o servicios de traducción al español por favor llame por lo menos con tres días laborables de
anticipo al (831) 460-3200 para hacer los arreglos necesarios. (Spanish language translation is available on an as
needed basis. Please make advance arrangements (at least three days in advance by calling (831) 460-3200.
I:\E&DTAC\2013\02-Feb\Agenda-12Feb.doc

2

Santa Cruz County Regional
Transportation Commission
Elderly & Disabled Transportation
Advisory Committee
Minutes – Draft
Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 1:30 p.m.
Regional Transportation Commission, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz

1.

Call to Order at 1:37 pm

2.

Introductions
Members Present:
Kirk Ance, CTSA Lift Line
Lisa Berkowitz, CTSA (Community Bridges)
Debbi Brooks, Volunteer Center
John Daugherty, Metro Transit
Veronica Elsea, 3rd District
Sally French, Soc. Serv. Prov.-Disabled (Hope Services)
Clay Kempf, Social Services Provider
Michael Molesky, Social Services
Excused Absences:
Hal Anjo, Potential Bus Rider
Patti Lou Shevlin, 1st District
Alternates Present: None

Others Present:
Amelia Conlen, People Power
Erich Friedrich, Metro Transit
Deborah Lane, Santa Cruz Resident
Leslyn Syren, Metro Transit

RTC Staff Present:
Grace Blakeslee
Ginger Dykaar
Cathy Judd
Rachel Moriconi
David Pape
Karena Pushnik

3.

Oral Communications - None

4.

Additions or deletions to consent and regular agendas
A Public Hearing notice regarding meeting dates/times for review and comment on the
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District’s Non-Discrimination Program.
John Daugherty requested Item 8, Brainstorm Projects for Section 5310, 5316 and 5317
and other funding, be discussed at the end of the regular agenda to allow sufficient time
to receive information about Items 7 and 9 for possible consideration as part of the
brainstorming discussion.
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CONSENT AGENDA
Action: The motion (French/Berkowitz) - - to approve the consent agenda - - carries with Mike
Molesky and Veronica Elsea abstaining.
5.

Approved Minutes from December 11, 2012 meeting

6.

Received Agency Updates
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Volunteer Center
Community Bridges serving as the Consolidated Transportation Services Agency
Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District (Metro)
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
Private Operators
REGULAR AGENDA

7.

Recommend projects for $5 million in Regional Surface Transportation Program
(RSTP) funds
Rachel Moriconi, Senior Transportation Planner discussed the Regional Surface
Transportation Program (RSTP) funds saying that over $5 million in FY12 and FY13 funds
is available for programming in Santa Cruz County. Ms. Moriconi said that the RTC
received applications for 19 projects totaling over $8 million, $3 million over the available
amount. She summarized the projects submitted along with preliminary staff
recommendations and said that in some instances project sponsors may need to reduce
project scope to match reduced funding if construction bids do not come in below
engineers estimates. Ms. Moriconi said that all RTC advisory committees
recommendations will be presented at a public hearing at the February 7th RTC meeting.
Member discussion included:
• What happens if funding amounts are not allotted
• Whether surplus monies are returned to the county or lost
• Prioritizing projects, especially ADA accessibility for the Aptos Village Plan
Improvements, including adequate accessible sidewalks throughout the project
area, especially on the south (ocean side) of Soquel Drive and crossing the railroad
tracks, and Soquel at Frederick Street Improvements, due in part to the proximity
of two major activity centers for senior and people with disabilities: Dominican
Rehabilitation Center and La Posada Senior Housing
• The likelihood/importance of restoring Metro fixed route service to Frederick
Street/La Posada and surrounding neighborhood
• The extent of benefits for the Ride On Folding Bike Program

Action: The motion (Kempf/Molesky) - - for the E&D TAC to recommend two main projects: 1)
Aptos Village Project, at the staff recommended level ($690,000), including ADA accessible
sidewalks throughout the project area, especially on the south (ocean) side of Soquel Drive and
crossing the railroad tracks; and 2) improvements to the Soquel/Frederick intersection, at 75%
of the City’s request ($187,500), due to the proximity of two major activity centers for seniors
and people with disabilities: Dominican Rehabilitation Center and La Posada Senior Housing, be
added to the City of Santa Cruz’s other two recommended projects (Branciforte Bike/Ped Bridge
and Laurel Street Pavement Rehabilitation). However, if the City of Santa Cruz has another
revenue source and will advance the Soquel/Frederick project within one year, the E&D TAC
supports the City and RTC staff recommendation to fund only the City’s top two projects (Laurel
and Branciforte) at 90% - - carries.
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Action: The motion (Elsea/Ance) - - for the E&D TAC to support the remainder of RTC staff
recommendations to program the over $5 million in FY12 and FY13 funds - - carries
unanimously.
8.

Brainstorm Projects for Section 5310, 5316 and 5317 and other funding (item
taken out of order and is now new Item 10a)

9.

Provide Input on 2014 Regional Transportation Plan Draft Project List
Prioritization
Ginger Dykaar, Transportation Planner discussed the 2014 Regional Transportation Plan
(RTP) and 2014 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). Ms. Dykaar said there are 3
elements to prioritize projects, Policy Element, Action Element, and Funding Element and
said that staff is currently in the Action Element component. Ms. Dykaar mentioned that
members of the public and project sponsors have identified projects to be considered for
the RTP/MTP draft project list. Ms. Dykaar said that the list will undergo various levels of
review and analysis which will determine the projects included on the constrained list
(project that could be implemented within foreseeable revenues through 2035) or
unconstrained list (projects that could be funded if new revenues are generated). Ms.
Dykaar said that all recommendations will be presented to the Commission at its February
7th meeting and that she would return to the E&D TAC in summer with the updated
priority list.
Rachel Moriconi also encouraged members to submit other projects to staff.
Members discussed the project list, shifting specific project priorities, and asked Ms.
Dykaar to explain why some projects show multiple RTC staff rankings. Ms. Dykaar
explained that the projects showing multiple rankings are those that are part constrained
and part unconstrained.
Generally, members requested consideration of the following amendments:
•
•
•

10.

MTD-P11: ADA Service Expansion – increase rank from 3 to 2
MTD-P44: Inter-County Paratransit Connection – increase rank from 3 to 2
RTC-P43: Senior Employment Ride Reimbursement – increase rank from 4 to 1 or 2

Review Caltrans Transit Intern grant draft report on Senior Transit Use
David Pape, RTC Intern, gave a detailed summary of the draft report titled A Bus Use
Survey of Aging and Disabled Adults Living in Santa Cruz County. Mr. Pape said that the
goal of the report was to understand current modes of travel for seniors and the changing
mobility needs of older adults. Mr. Pape said that by 2030 1 in 5 adults will be 65 years of
age or older. Mr. Pape will present the Draft Report to the Commission at one of its future
meetings.

A motion (Elsea/French) - - to extend the E&D TAC meeting an additional 15 minutes until 3:50
- - carries unanimously.
Members discussed:
•
•
•

Distributing the report to City planning departments, Seniors Council, Regional
Planning agencies, Cal Act and Senior Centers
Surveying disabled adults who are not seniors
Include service animals on Metro
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•
•

Support for driver transition from AARP
Use of results by Metro

Members thanked Mr. Pape for all his hard work on the project and Draft Report.
Ms. Pushnik said she will send E&D TAC members the link to the Draft Report to be
considered by the Commission.
10a.

Brainstorm Projects for Section 5310, 5316 and 5317 and other funding
Karena Pushnik said that RTC staff is recommending that the E&D TAC develop a list of
specialized transportation projects to pursue using federal, state and local transportation
funding. Ms. Pushnik said that fund applications are due to the RTC on March 11 and
recommended that this item be considered at February E&D TAC agenda for further
discussion.
Brainstorming discussion included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

11.

Senior volunteers to deliver meals
Stop and shop
Livable communities
Destination dollars
Senior ambassadors
Shopper shuttle

Adjourn 4:05 pm.

\\Rtcserv2\internal\E&DTAC\2013\01-Jan_SpecialMtg\Draft-Minutes-January-2013.docx
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Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
phone (831) 460-3200 ~ fax (831) 460-3215
email: info@sccrtc.org; website: www.sccrtc.org

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC)
Meeting Highlights
December 6, 2012
Appreciation of Departing Commissioners for Their Service: Departing Commissioners Kirby

Nicol, Ellen Pirie, and Mark Stone were thanked for their years of service to the
Commission, including steadfast leadership through the completion of the Santa Cruz
Branch Rail Line acquisition, completion of the Highway 1 and 17 Merge Lanes project,
and launching the Highway 1 Soquel to Morrissey Auxiliary Lanes project.

Election of 2013 RTC Chair and Vice-Chair: The new RTC Chair for 2013 will be Commissioner
Neal Coonerty. The Vice-Chair will be Commissioner Eduardo Montesino.

November 17 Right on Track Rail Corridor Ribbon Cutting Event: Community excitement to
commemorate public ownership of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line and new transportation
options was extraordinary as evidenced by over 1400 people riding the free train from the
Westside of Santa Cruz during the November 17th rail corridor ribbon cutting event. In
addition, hundreds of enthusiastic participants attended each of the five ‘whistle stops’
held in Watsonville, Aptos, Capitola, Live Oak, and Santa Cruz, where festivities included
live entertainment and presentations of local rail history. The event’s success would not
have been possible without the participation of thousands of county residents and the
generous support of sponsors, co-hosts, organizations, and volunteers. Photos and more
information about the event are on the RTC website: http://sccrtc.org/projects/rail/right-on-track/
Highway 1 Soquel/Morrissey Auxiliary Lanes Project Construction Update: Work continues to focus

on the completion of the retaining walls on the northbound side of the highway. Work is
also progressing on the bridge abutments for the new La Fonda Avenue Overcrossing. On
the south side of the highway, work continues on grading the slopes, hauling away excess
dirt, and grinding down the existing deteriorated asphalt from the outside lane currently
behind the barrier. Preparatory actions are underway to address storm water drainage in
the project area. The construction team and support agencies will be closely monitoring
conditions with the ability to respond as needed.

Santa Cruz County Unified Corridor Investment Plan Grant Award: The RTC accepted a
Partnership Planning grant of $211,085 from Caltrans to develop a Santa Cruz County
Unified Corridor Investment Plan analyzing three primary transportation routes in Santa
Cruz County: Highway 1, Soquel Avenue/Drive and the rail line. The plan will provide
Caltrans, the RTC, and other partner agencies the ability to prioritize limited funds to
those projects and programs that provide the greatest benefits toward achieving local,
state and federal transportation goals.
Amendments to the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget and Work Program and Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line
Property Management: The RTC amended the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget and Work

Program to incorporate completion of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line purchase,
modification of the 511 system planning work, the Highway 1 HOV Lanes Environmental
Document, and other changes. Additionally, the RTC approved receipt of a fee paid by
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Caltrans for a temporary construction easement on the rail line to replace existing
guardrails on Highway 1 where the rail line crosses the highway. Finally, the RTC
authorized its Executive Director to manage the rail line right-of-way property in order to
provide law enforcement agencies with permission to implement trespass rules,
authorization for entities to do work on the rail line right-of-way, collect rents, and
address tenant issues as necessary.

January 24, 2013
Highway 1 Soquel/Morrissey Auxiliary Lanes Project Construction Update: Rain through the
Christmas period slowed progress; however, the recent sunny weather and additional
construction work in the evenings and weekends resulted in the completion of all but one
of the retaining walls. Next steps include finishing the northbound retaining wall and
construction of the new auxiliary lanes. Traffic will then be diverted to the new lanes while
the center column of the La Fonda Overcrossing is removed and rebuilt. At this time,
completion of the La Fonda Avenue Overcrossing is projected for early summer.
Completion of the entire project, including installation of landscaping, is anticipated for
late summer.
Draft 2013 Legislative Program and Legislative Updates: The RTC adopted a 2013 legislative

program to guide its analysis of state and federal legislative or administrative actions. The
RTC will continue to focus on preserving funds dedicated to transportation and generating
new, more stable revenue sources. Key issues in 2013 include implementation of the
federal transportation bill (MAP-21) at the state and federal level; the next federal
transportation act; and state initiatives that could result in increased funding for
transportation projects, including: proposals for cap-and-trade revenues, a new state
transportation bond initiative, a statewide vehicle license fee, and lowering the voter
threshold for local transportation ballot measures to 55%.

Article 8 Transportation Development Act (TDA) Allocation Claim from the City of Santa Cruz: The
RTC approved the City of Santa Cruz’s Article 8 TDA Allocation Claim for the following
projects: $20,000 for annual restriping of the city’s 30 miles of bikeways, maintenance of
bikeways, and minor improvements; $1,000 to develop bicycle parking facilities at high
use areas in the public right of way; and $150,000 for Phase 2 of the West Cliff Drive path
paving project, to include paving and minor widening of the multi-use path from
Lighthouse Field to Almar Avenue.
Proposition 1B Transit Security Funds for Santa Cruz METRO: The RTC designated its share of

Fiscal Year 2012/2013 Proposition 1B California Transit Security Grant Program funds to
the Santa Cruz METRO for transit security projects, as it has done since 2008. Santa Cruz
METRO will use this $212,337 in security funds to complete installation of lighting and
video surveillance equipment at METRO facilities, including Park and Ride lots.

Amendments to the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-13 Budget and Work Program: The RTC amended its

Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget to incorporate the award (via competitive process) of a
partnership planning grant from Caltrans to develop a Santa Cruz County unified corridor
investment plan. The unified corridor investment plan will analyze Highway 1, Soquel
Drive and the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line and will assist Caltrans, the RTC and other
partner agencies in prioritizing limited funds to those projects that provide the greatest
benefits towards achieving local, state and federal transportation goals.
I:\E&DTAC\2013\02-Feb\RTC-highlights-Dec12Jan13.docx
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