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Santa Cruz County Regional 
Transportation Commission’s 

BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

 
Draft Minutes 

 

Special Meeting 
Monday, June 5, 2017 
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 pm 

 

 
1. Call to Order: Chair Conlen called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm.   
 
2. Introductions  
 

3. Announcements – Cory Caletti, staff to the Bicycle Advisory Committee, brought to 
members’ attention the fact that the RTC’s Rules and Regulations have been updated and 
Committee chairs are now able to serve two-year terms.  
 

4. Oral communications – Chair Conlen reminded members to read packet materials so they 

Members Present: 
Grace Voss, District 1 
Peter Scott, District 3  
Kem Akol, District 4  
Amelia Conlen, City of Santa Cruz, Chair 
Murray Fontes, City of Watsonville 
Leo Jed, CTSC 
 
Staff:   
Cory Caletti, Sr Transportation Planner 
Gingery Dykaar, Transportation Planner  
 
Guests: 
Stanley Sokolow, self/CFST 
Gail McNulty, self/parent/SCCo Greenways 
Steve Doindis, self/City of Capitola applicant 
Lynn Lauridsen and Theresia Rogerson, County 
Health Services Agency 

Unexcused Absences:  
Kira Ticus, Ecology Action/Bike-to-Work  
Piet Canin, Ecology Action/Bike to Work (Alt) 
 
Excused Absences:    
Janneke Strause, District 1 (Alt) 
David Casterson, District 2, Vice-Chair 
Jim Cook, District 2 (Alt.) 
Will Menchine, District 3 (Alt.) 
Rick Hyman, District 5 
Jim Langley, CTSC (Alt.) 
 
Vacancies: 
District 4 – Alternate  
District 5 – Alternate 
City of Santa Cruz – Alternate  
City of Scotts Valley – Voting and Alternate  
City of Capitola – Voting and Alternate  
City of Watsonville – Alternate 

 

RTC Office 
1523 Pacific Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
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are able to engage in committee discussions in informed ways. Member Murray Fontes 
reported that the City of Watsonville was awarded a bronze level Bicycle Friendly 
Community award from the League of American Bicyclists. He acknowledged the great 
assistance the City of Watsonville received in filling out the application from staff at the 
Health Services Agency, Bike Santa Cruz County, United Way and other partners. Member 
Grace Voss announced that a number of Santa Cruz County residents are participating in a 
Climate Ride and have fundraised for efforts that support local bicycle advocacy efforts. 
Guest Bryan Largay, a San Lorenzo Valley resident, encouraged members to participate in 
the development of the Highway 9 Corridor Plan. Cory Caletti reported that the RTC held a 
public workshop in Felton recently and over 50 members of the community attended and 
provided input into needed transportation and safety improvements in the San Lorenzo 
Valley. She indicated that a survey will be released in the near future that she will forward. 
Guest Stanley Sokolow announced that he will be presenting at a “Visions on the Corridor” 
to be held on June 17th

 

 in Watsonville where he will discuss the potential for bus rapid 
transit on the rail corridor.  

5. Additions or deletions to consent and regular agendas – A replacement page was provided 
for Item #16.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA  

 
A motion (Jed/Fontes) was made to approve the consent agenda. The motion passed 
unanimously with members Voss, Scott, Akol, Conlen, Fontes, and Jed voting in favor. No votes 
were cast in opposition.  
 
6. Approved draft minutes of the April 10, 2017 Bicycle Advisory Committee meeting 
 
7. Accept letter from the Bicycle Advisory Committee to the City of Santa Cruz Planning 

Commission regarding improved bicycle access as part of the 2424 Mission Street hotel 
reconstruction Project 

 
8. Accepted letter from the Bicycle Advisory Committee to the California Natural Resources 

Agency in support of the City of Santa Cruz’ Urban Greening Program grant application 
 

9. Accepted letter from the Bicycle Advisory Committee to the City of Scotts Valley City 
Council regarding refinements to bicycle-friendly elements included in the Mount Hermon 
Road/Scotts Valley Drive/Whispering Pines Drive intersection project 

 
10. Accepted notice of Caltrans’ adoption of “Toward an Active California”’ the final State 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, and Executive Summary 
 

11. Accepted summary of Hazard Reports 
 

12. Accepted summary of 5-year Measure D allocations for the Active 
Transportation/MBSST/Rail Trail Category as approved by the RTC at the June 1, 2017 
meeting 
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13. Accepted updated to the Commission’s Rules and Regulations as approved by the RTC at 
the June 1, 2017 meeting and comment from Bicycle Committee member Rick Hyman 

 
REGULAR AGENDA 

 
14. Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation to former Bicycle Advisory Committee 

members Andy Ward, Daniel Kostelec and Lex Rau – Chair Conlen recognized the three 
departing members and presented Andy Ward, the only one of the three in attendance, 
with a framed Certificate of Appreciation for his long-standing service.  
 

15. Overview of Traffic Safety Programs provided by the County of Santa Cruz Health Services 
Agency – Lynn Lauridsen and Theresia Rogerson, HSA staff, provided an overview of 
programs operated by HSA and the funding sources that sustain the programs. They 
thanked the RTC and the Committee for the ongoing TDA funding support.  

 
16. Consideration of scenarios to be evaluated in the Unified Corridor Investment Study –

Ginger Dykaar, Transportation Planner, summarized the staff report. Members and guests 
asked clarifying questions and provided feedback. Members noted that an explanation in 
the staff report on how the scenarios were developed would have assisted them in their 
understanding of the scenarios. Schematics depicting the combinations of projects would 
also have been helpful. Following the discussion, a motion (Jed/Akol) was made to 
recommend including self-driving cars in all scenarios. The motion failed with members 
Voss, Scott, Conlen, and Fontes voting against the motion and Akol voting in favor. 
Another motion was made (Jed/Akol) to recommend eliminating self-driving cars from all 
scenarios. The motion passed with members Scott, Conlen and Jed voting in favor and 
Akol and Fontes voting against. Grace Voss abstained. Another motion recommending 
refinements to Scenarios E and D failed with members Voss, Conlen and Jed voting in 
favor and Fontes, Akol, and Scott voting against. A final motion (Jed/Akol) to recommend 
that the dedicated bus lane included in Scenario D be revised to a dedicated lane for bus 
rapid transit and bikes passed unanimously with members Voss, Scott, Akol, Conlen, 
Fontes, and Jed voting in favor. No votes were cast in opposition.  

 
17. Yacht Harbor Bicycle Circulation – Kem Akol reported that Claire Fliesler of the City of 

Santa Cruz presented the City’s Active Transportation Plan at the recent Port Commission 
meeting. With respect to bicycle circulation issues, the Port Commission will engage with 
the public about possible improvements during development of the Segment 8/9 rail trail 
project that will extend from the San Lorenzo River walkway at the Boardwalk to 17th 
Ave. The Port Commission reported no notable problems related to bicycle circulation at 
this time. Given lack of time, Mr. Akol will bring a recommended action to a future 
meeting.   

 
18. Updates related to Committee functions - None 
 
19. Adjourned – 8:35 p.m.  
 
NEXT MEETING: The next Bicycle Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for August 14th

 

, 
2017, from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm at the RTC office, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz, CA.  
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Minutes respectfully prepared and submitted by: 
 
 
Cory Caletti, Senior Transportation Planner 
 

S:\Bike\Committee\BC2017\BCJune2017\BCMinutes_Draft_June-2017.docx 





Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
1523 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA  95060 
phone: (831) 460-3200 ~ fax: (831) 460-3215 
email: info@sccrtc.org; website: www.sccrtc.org 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS: George Dondero, Executive Director  
Karena Pushnik, Senior Planner/Public Information Coordinator  

 
 
 

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) 
September 7, 2017 Meeting Highlights 

 
 
 

Visualizing Sustainable Transportation 
The Regional Transportation Commission received a presentation and update on the 
Visualizing Sustainable Transportation project. This project is funded by a Caltrans Transit 
Planning for Sustainable Communities grant. The main goal of this project is to develop 
tools that effectively communicate complex transportation and land use concepts with the 
public. The presentation included details of the upcoming use of “Owl” viewers in 4 
locations in Santa Cruz County: Natural Bridges Drive at the railroad right-of-way, Soquel 
Drive & Chanticleer, 17th Avenue at the railroad right-of-way, and in Watsonville on Main 
Street.  
 
2018 Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) Call for Projects 
The Regional Transportation Commission will be issuing a consolidated ‘call for projects’ 
for approximately $22 million that is expected to be available from the region’s formula 
shares of funds from the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), Surface 
Transportation Block Grant Program/Regional Surface Transportation Program Exchange 
(STBG/RSTPX) and new Senate Bill (SB1) State Transit Assistance (STA) and Local 
Partnership Program (LPP) funds. Eligible projects include a wide range of transportation 
projects, including local road, bicycle, pedestrian, highway, transit, paratransit and 
community transportation services, rail, and transportation demand management projects 
and programs. Applications are due on October 23, 2017. A public hearing will be held in 
December to take final actions to program funds. 
 
Highway 1 Corridor Tiered Environmental Document-Status Report  
The Regional Transportation Commission received a status report on Highway 1 Corridor 
Tiered Environmental Document. Signficant progress has been made in updating all 
technical reports and beginning work on drafting responses to the over 900 public 
comments received on the draft environmental documents. The project development team 
will be reviewing all updated information against the project’s purpose and need with the 
goal of recommending a preferred project alternative in the next 2 months. This 
recommendation and supporting documentation will be then be brought to the RTC for 
review and recommendation to Caltrans and the Federal Highway Administration, lead 
agencies for compliance with state and federal environmental laws and requirements. The 
Draft Final Tiered Environmental Document is subject to a series of reviews to ensure it is 
defensible and is expected to be approved and published by late 2018/early 2019.  
 



Upcoming RTC and Committee Meetings: 
Please check the RTC website [www.sccrtc.org] or call 831-460-3200 to confirm. Agendas are posted to 
the website at least 3 days before the meeting. 
 
Elderly & Disabled Advisory Committee     
Tuesday, September 12, 2017, 1:30 p.m.    
RTC Conference Room, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz  
 
Traffic Operations Systems Committee/Safe on 17  
Wednesday, September 13, 2017 10:00 am 
RTC Conference Room, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz 
 
Bicycle Advisory Committee     
Monday, September 18, 2017, 6:00 p.m.   
RTC Conference Room, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz    
 
Transportation Policy Workshop (TPW) 
Thursday, September 21, 2017, 9:00 am 
RTC Conference Room, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz 
 
Interagency Technical Advisory Committee 
Thursday, September 21, 2017, 1:00 p.m. (note – this is 30 minutes earlier than the typical start time) 
RTC Conference Room, 1523 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz 
 
  
Public input on transportation issues is welcomed and encouraged. For more information, visit the SCCRTC website at www.sccrtc.org or call 
460-3200. Some Regional Transportation Commission meetings are televised countywide by Community TV of Santa Cruz. Consult 
www.communitytv.org or call 831-425-8848 for schedule and station information.  



 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

09/07/17 Pauline Seales
paulineseales12

0@gmail.com

2906 Mission 

St
Burkett

Santa 

Cruz

Rough 

pavement or 

potholes, 

Debris on 

shoulder or 

bikeway, 

Bikeway not 

clearly marked

Section of sidewalk at 

2906 Mission St

This section is part of 

bike entry into PCS 

school .

Amelia 

Conlen
09/08/17

09/06/17 Nicole Lamore

 

nrglass86@gma

il.com

Glenn E. 

Coolidge 

Memorial 

Bridge, Santa 

Cruz, CA 

95062, USA

Murray/Ha

rbor

Santa 

Cruz

Debris on 

shoulder or 

bikeway

Broken bottle in bike 

lane heading west 

across the Murray 

Harbor bridge

Amelia 

Conlen
09/06/17

Amelia stated on 

9/6/2017 Thank 

you for this report. 

It has been 

forwarded to our 

street sweeping 

team for action.

08/23/17 David Stihler
dstihler@gmail.

com

1510 Soquel 

Ave

Paul Sweet 

Rd

Santa 

Cruz

Bikeway not 

clearly marked

The intersection is just 

in front of the 

Dominican Hospital and 

I am traveling on 

Soquel with a green 

light about ~14mph. I 

am traveling in the bike 

lane on Soquel and 

head across the 

intersection staying 

generally in the bike 

lane which disappears 

once the intersection 

starts. A car passes me 

on the left at perhaps 

20-25mph and pulls 

directly in front of me 

in order to get on the 

onramp.

DPW 08/23/17

DPW on 8/23 

stated...I have 

forward your 

service request to 

the maintenance 

yard

mailto:paulineseales120@gmail.com
mailto:paulineseales120@gmail.com
mailto:dstihler@gmail.com
mailto:dstihler@gmail.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

08/17/17 Brian Boyce
brianboyce1@g

mail.com
Thurber Ln

Bobwhite 

& Benson

Santa 

Cruz

Debris on 

shoulder or 

bikeway

Roadway tree debris 

along the north and 

southbound bike lanes 

on Thurber leading up 

to the school. Also, tree 

branches hanging too 

low along northbound 

side of bike lane and 

sidewalk from Bobwhite 

Lane to Benson Ave. 

We are hoping the 

street sweeper can 

clear all the tree debris 

up along the shoulder 

all the way up to the 

base of the hill on 

Thurber.

Christine 

Berge, 

DPW

08/18/17

8/21/2017 

Christine Berge 

stated the service 

request has been 

forward to the 

maintenance yard.

07/31/17 Penelope Kleinhans
penkle2004@m

ac.com

5000 Granite 

Creek Rd, 

Scotts Valley

North 

Navarra 

Drive

Scotts 

Valley

bikeway not 

clearly marked.

bike lane line has worn 

off; cars drive too close 

to bicycles at this 

intersection.

Scotts 

Valley  

Public 

Works

08/01/17 none

07/31/17 Penelope Kleinhans
penkle2004@m

ac.com

6 Bean Creek 

Road

Scotts 

Valley 

Drive

Scotts 

Valley

Plant 

overgrowth or 

interference, 

Bikeway not 

clearly marked

the bike lane line has 

worn off; cars drive too 

close to bicycles at this 

intersection

Scotts 

Valley  

Public 

Works

08/01/17 none

07/28/17 Cindy Pierce
cindygpierce@g

mail.com

approx 220 

7th Street
Carmel

Santa 

Cruz

Construction 

Billboard and 

County of 

Santa 
07/31/17 none

mailto:brianboyce1@gmail.com
mailto:brianboyce1@gmail.com
mailto:penkle2004@mac.com
mailto:penkle2004@mac.com
mailto:penkle2004@mac.com
mailto:penkle2004@mac.com
mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com
mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

07/26/07 Mark Drobac
markdrobac@g

mail.com

Graham Hill 

Rd
Ocean

Santa 

Cruz

Plant 

overgrowth or 

interference, 

Debris on 

shoulder or 

bikeway, 

Bikeway not 

clearly marked

Brush growing from 

thehillside into the bike lane 

(nettles, etc.) and a lot of 

debris has slumped onto the 

asphalt over the winter. I pick 

up the trash/cigarette 

butts/needles along both 

sides every couple of months 

and shovel the 

dirt/sticks/eucalyptus pback 

onto the hillside but it has 

gotten away from me this 

year and wondered if y'all 

could help? There is @ an 

extra 20" of bike lane hidden 

at the lower end. The worst 

part is just as the road curves 

to the right and starts uphill 

at the Ocean Street Extension 

intersection. It's 

approximately 200 feet to my 

street. In a dreamy world 

there would be a brief island 

or divider of some kind at the 

bottom that would keep the 

Felton bound traffic from 

cutting into the gutter on the 

blind corner. It's really 

dangerous for bicycles and 

another reason I'm not wild 

about the shoveling detail. 

I've watched too many cars 

enter the gutter and swipe 

the greenery at 50mph while 

I was standing there, hidden.

Amelia 

Conlen
07/26/12

Amelia stated on 

08/01/17 Thank 

you for this report 

and for your work 

clearing the 

roadway! I’ve 

checked in with our 

maintenance 

crews, and they 

are not able to 

clear debris at this 

time due to the 

construction 

happening out 

there now. I will 

check in with them 

in a few weeks to 

see if work is 

possible at that 

time.  I will go out 

to inspect the site 

this week to look at 

the condition of the 

striping. Our crews 

have offered to 

install ‘Share the 

Road’ signs in this 

area, and I’ve 

asked them to 

proceed with that.

07/19/17 Anne Berne
anneberne@gm

ail.com

Trestle 

Bridge close 

to Boardwalk

River St.
Santa 

Cruz

someone has 

spent two 

different days 

About twenty feet from 

board walk side in 

middle of Trestle bridge 

Amelia 

Conlen
07/20/17

Amelia stated on 

7/20/17 that this 

has been 

mailto:markdrobac@gmail.com
mailto:markdrobac@gmail.com
mailto:anneberne@gmail.com
mailto:anneberne@gmail.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

07/17/17 Robert Murillo
rpm2sbake@aol

.com

Charlie Rd. at 

both ends of 

the 

construction

Old 

Japanese 

Road

Los 

Gatos/Sc

otts 

Valley

Speedbumps 

installed during 

construction 

present hazard 

to downhill 

bicyclists. No 

reaction time 

after severe 

downhill grade. 

the very least signage 

for the bump needs to 

be moved north up the 

grade by 100 feet 

(estimated) and be 

placed prior to the blind 

turn to provide reaction 

time. 

Re-profiling of the 

County of 

Santa 

Cruz

07/18/17

07/12/17 Eric  Tews
Erik.Tews@plan

tronics.com

130 W Cliff 

Dr, Santa 

Cruz

Bike Lane 

infront of 

Howard 

Johnsons

Santa 

Cruz

Bikeway not 

clearly marked, 

No crosswalk 

or striping

): the Bike Lane located 

infront of Howard 

Johnson's heading to 

West Cliff from the 

Amelia 

Conlen
07/12/17

Amelia stated 

07/31/2017: My 

apologies for the 

late response! Your 

07/11/17 0 Porter
kj6sez@gmail.c

om
10510 CA-9

North of 

Ben 

Lomond

Ben 

Lomond

Drivers are 

running the red 

signal light 

controlling the 

one lane 

section of 

hiway 9 

Oncoming Traffic in 

danger of head-on 

collision

CalTrans 07/11/17

mailto:rpm2sbake@aol.com
mailto:rpm2sbake@aol.com
mailto:Erik.Tews@plantronics.com
mailto:Erik.Tews@plantronics.com
mailto:kj6sez@gmail.com
mailto:kj6sez@gmail.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

07/07/17 Mark Massoud
mmassoud@ucs

c.edu
Bay St High St

Santa 

Cruz

Rider states 

there are many 

potholes and 

bumps at the 

base of the 

UCSC campus 

at Bay and 

High Street. 

Rider almost fell off 

bike. Requests, could 

the road be maintained 

so that cyclists are safe.

Amelia 

Conlen
07/07/17

Amelia stated that 

the City of Santa 

Cruz maintains the 

Bay/High 

intersection and 

Bay Street, but the 

County maintains 

Coolidge Drive 

going into campus. 

I’ll have our crews 

check out the City-

maintained 

roadways in this 

area. And she 

requested SCCRTC 

forward this to the 

county. 07/10/17

07/07/17 Rick Hyman
bikerick@att.ne

t

900-998 CA-

9, Santa 

Cruz, CA 

95060, USA

Tannery 

Art Center 

driveway; 

River St-

Hwy 9 and 

Encinal 

Street

Santa 

Cruz

Traffic signal 

does not turn 

green when 

cyclist is 

positioned over 

the loop 

detector. 

Reported multiple times 

after which the sense 

has been adjusted and 

then light changes for 

cyclists and after awhile 

it no longer functions. A 

more permanent fix is 

requested. 

CalTrans 07/07/17

mailto:mmassoud@ucsc.edu
mailto:mmassoud@ucsc.edu
mailto:bikerick@att.net
mailto:bikerick@att.net


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

07/06/17 Harry Baker 831-334-3432 River St Madrone
Santa 

Cruz

Construction 

LED Panel is in 

blocking Bike 

Lane next to 

high speed 

automobile 

traffic. Sign is 

obscured by 

tree branch 

upon approach

Amelia 

Conlen
07/06/17

Staff has requested 

that the 

construction 

message board be 

removed, and it 

should be down 

this morning. 

Virginia called Mr. 

Baker to let him 

know of the 

outcome of his 

report. 7/7/17

06/28/17 Cindy Pierce
cindygpierce@g

mail.com
Bay St

Santa 

Cruz

Rough 

pavement or 

potholes

rider states Where Bay 

crosses Escalona is 

generally a scary spot. 

Bikes are hoping cars 

will curve to the left 

allowing bikes room to 

also take the curve. 

Right at this curve 

there is a rough spot in 

the bike lane, so bikers 

veer left to avoid the 

big bumps, which sends 

them into the car lane. 

The car lane at this 

bend is extremely wide. 

My suggestion is to Fix 

the rough spot, and 

make the bike lane 

wider which will give 

bikers more room for 

driver error

Amelia 

Conlen
06/29/17

from Amelia-

forwarded it to our 

Street Maintenance 

crews to fill 

potholes in this 

location, and I’ll 

take a look at the 

lane widths to see 

if extending the 

bike lane is an 

option 06/29/17

mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com
mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com
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Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

06/28/17 Cindy Pierce
cindygpierce@g

mail.com
Bay St

btwn King 

& Escalona

Santa 

Cruz

Debris on 

shoulder or 

bikeway

rider states dried out 

thistles are encroaching 

into the bike lane

Amelia 

Conlen
06/29/17

from Amelia-

Maintaining 

vegetation is the 

responsibility of the 

adjacent property 

owner – I’ll notify 

them of this issue. 

06/29/17

06/28/17 Cindy Pierce
cindygpierce@g

mail.com
Bay St

Santa 

Cruz

Rough 

pavement or 

potholes

rider states the 

pavement is so rough 

that most bikes swerve 

Amelia 

Conlen
06/29/17

from Amelia-I’ve 

forwarded it to our 

Street Maintenance 

06/27/17 Connie Wilson
camt@cruzio.co

m
Market St

btwn 

Branciforte 

Creek 

Bridge & 

Hwy 1

Santa 

Cruz

rough 

pavement or 

potholes, 

debris on 

shoulder

rider states there is alot 

of fine dirt along the 

shoulder and covering 

the white stripe

It is dangerous for 

cyclists as the dirt is a 

hazard. I have swept 

below my house but it 

is a good stretch of 

road. the second 

hazard is a small bump 

along Water Street near 

Safeway just past 

Morrisey. it is hard to 

see and if one comes 

up to it going with any 

speed it could be a 

potential hazard

Amelia 

Conlen
06/28/17

from Amelia-

forwarded to our 

Street Maintenance 

team for action 

06/28/17

mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com
mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com
mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com
mailto:cindygpierce@gmail.com
mailto:camt@cruzio.com
mailto:camt@cruzio.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

06/27/17 Mark Nockleby 
nockleby@nockl

ebeast.net
Delaware St

beginning 

at Surfside 

street

Santa 

Cruz

Rider states 

that there are 

four blocks of 

parking lane on 

Delaware 

where it is not 

physically 

possible for 

cyclists to use 

them in those 

circumstances. 

There are 8' 

“bike lanes” 

Amelia 

Conlen

(rider 

contacted 

Amelia 

directly 

cc'd Cory 

Caletti)

We are working on 

a revised striping 

plan for Delaware 

to address the bike 

lane crunch. I’ll let 

you know when its 

complete and we’re 

ready to restripe.

06/17/17 Mark Diekhans
markd@kermod

ei.com
Morrissey Soquel

Santa 

Cruz

Rough 

pavement or 

potholes

Rider states 

intersection of Soquel 

Blvd and South 

Amelia 

Conlen
06/28/17

from Amelia- 

forwarded to our 

Streets 

06/22/17 Eliza James
Elizaljames@gm

ail.com
Thurber Ln

btwn 

Helen and 

Benson

Santa 

Cruz 

County

pavement 

cracks, plant 

overgrowth or 

interference, 

debris on 

shoulder or 

bike way, 

debris on 

sidewalk

rider states Broken 

glass, garbage,weeds, 

eucalyptus debris and 

across, poison oak. This 

Lane and sidewalk ian 

not adjacent to a 

residence

General 

Dept of 

Co of SC

06/22/17

From Christine - 

forwarded service 

request to the 

maintenance yard - 

6/23/17

06/13/17 Sophia Magnone
sophia.magnon

e@gmail.com
17th

Capitola 

Rd

Santa 

Cruz 

County

rough 

pavement or 

potholes

rider states There is a 

very deep and sudden 

pothole at this spot, 

General 

Dept of 

Co of SC

06/13/17

06/12/17 Marty Demare marty@got.net Mission St Laurel St
Santa 

Cruz

traffic signal 

problem

rider states Turn lane 

sensor on Mission St. 

for a left onto Laurel 

northwest bound, does 

not trigger signal for 

bike waiting to turn

Amelia 

Conlen
06/12/17

From Amelia -  this 

report has been 

forwarded to 

Caltrans for action - 

06/14/17 - Caltrans 

has indicated that 

this signal is now 

working for bikes - 

06/20/17

mailto:nockleby@nocklebeast.net
mailto:nockleby@nocklebeast.net
mailto:markd@kermodei.com
mailto:markd@kermodei.com
mailto:sophia.magnone@gmail.com
mailto:sophia.magnone@gmail.com
mailto:marty@got.net


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

06/09/17 Nicole Lamore
nrglass86@gma

il.com
Capitola Rd

Santa 

Cruz 

County

debris on 

shoulder or 

bikeway, other

rider states there is a 

huge tree limb hanging 

in the bike lane on 

Capitola Road. Making 

it impossible to use. 

Bikes must go into car 

traffic to avoid it. It's in 

between Maciel Rd and 

30th Ave. The sooner 

this is cleaned up the 

safer it will be

General 

Dept of 

Co of SC

06/12/17

mailto:nrglass86@gmail.com
mailto:nrglass86@gmail.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

06/05/17 Greg McPheeters
gmcpheeters@g

mail.com
Laurel Mission

Santa 

Cruz

traffic signal 

problem

Rider states Travelling 

towards downtown on 

Laurel, at Mission, on a 

bike, it is very difficult 

to hit the button for a 

crossing signal. I see 

the pickups in the 

street, but I suspect for 

kids or slower adults 

having access to a 

proper button would be 

preferred here, 

especially if it provided 

a longer signal for 

crossing. I assume this 

is Caltrans, not the City, 

but if the City/County 

has a way to submit a 

request to Caltrans to 

review the bike 

accommodation at this 

intersection, I think 

that would be beneficial 

to the community. 

Crosssing Mission is 

treacherous in most 

places, this would 

improve safety and 

comfort for cyclists 

here, which are often 

UCSC Students. 

Amelia 

Conlen
06/06/17

From Amelia - this 

report has been 

forwarded to 

Caltrans to see if 

they can add 

additional 

crosswalk buttons 

on the existing 

poles, on the side 

closest to the bike 

lane - 06/14/17

mailto:gmcpheeters@gmail.com
mailto:gmcpheeters@gmail.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

06/05/17 Greg McPheeters
gmcpheeters@g

mail.com
Soquel Ave

Santa 

Cruz
other

Rider states Soquel 

Ave, West bound at 

Front St. There is a bike 

lane that dead ends 

into a porkchop. I am 

not sure how such a 

configuration ever got 

approved, but it is 

definitely dangerous as 

it forces cyclists to 

merge into the vehicle 

lane at the last minute, 

with no warning for 

vehicle drivers to 

expect cyclists to be 

merging in. The ideal 

solution would probably 

involve moving the light 

pole, but maybe there 

is a shorter term fix 

that could be done with 

paint

Amelia 

Conlen
06/06/17

From Amelia - 

intersection is 

definitely on our 

radar and we are 

looking into options 

for a fix. At this 

point, it looks like 

the best option is 

to end the bike 

lane at the merge 

zone where the 

right turn lane 

starts, and direct 

cyclists to share 

the lane 

approaching the 

intersection. We 

considered a bike 

box, but that 

doesn’t solve the 

problem when the 

light is green - 

06/08/17

06/01/17 Dave Wade
dmwade55@gm

ail.com

Bean Creek 

Rd

Scotts 

Valley

rough 

pavement or 

potholes, 

pavement 

cracks  

Rider states pavement 

is VERY rough, 

particularly in 

northbound direction

Scotts 

Valley  

Public 

Works

06/01/17

06/01/17 Dave Wade
dmwade55@gm

ail.com
Green Hill Rd

Scotts 

Valley

rough 

pavement or 

potholes, 

pavement 

cracks  

Rider states Cracks are 

big and bad enough to 

potentially catch a bike 

tire and cause a crash

Scotts 

Valley  

Public 

Works

06/01/17

mailto:gmcpheeters@gmail.com
mailto:gmcpheeters@gmail.com
mailto:dmwade55@gmail.com
mailto:dmwade55@gmail.com


 Date First Name Last Name Contact Info Location Cross Street City
Reported 

Hazards
Additional Comments ForwardTo

Forwarded  

Date
Response

06/01/17 Phil Boutelle
philboutelle@g

mail.com
Bay Dr

btwn 

Escalona/I

owa/   

Nobel

Santa 

Cruz

plant 

overgrowth or 

interference, 

debris on 

shoulder or 

bikeway

Rider states the plant 

overgrowth is choking 

off the bike lane, 

forcing bikes into the 

lanes of traffic. This is 

both uphill and 

downhill, but uphill side 

is more pronounced 

(both because of the 

plant infringement, and 

because the speed 

differential between 

cars and bikes on the 

uphill side is greater 

than the downhill). The 

plants are also now 

covering the 30 MPH 

speed limit sign on the 

uphill side

Amelia 

Conlen
06/01/17

From Amelia - this 

report has been 

forwarded to our 

Streets 

Maintenance team 

for action - 

06/01/17

05/30/17 Dimitry Sturve
dman904@gma

il.com
Hwy 1

Santa 

Cruz 

County

plant 

overgrowth or 

interference

Rider states roadside 

plants are growing well 

into the shoulder/bike 

lane, including a few 

spots where they are 

over the fog line and 

into the vehicle lane

General 

Dept of 

Co of SC                

Carol 

Salas                                    

Jessica 

Brio                   

05/31/17

mailto:philboutelle@gmail.com
mailto:philboutelle@gmail.com
mailto:dman904@gmail.com
mailto:dman904@gmail.com


 
 
 

 

September 5, 2017 
 
Nathan Nguyen  
City of Santa Cruz Public Works Department  
809 Center Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
RE:  Comments on Segment 7 of the Rail Trail (Phase I) Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration  
 
Dear Mr. Nguyen:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Regional Transportation Commission’s Bicycle Advisory Committee to offer the 
committee’s support of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for Segment 7 of the Rail Trail 
project (Phase I) from Natural Bridges Drive to the intersection of Bay/California Streets. The committee serves to 
assist in the development and maintenance of a complete, convenient and safe regional bicycle and pedestrian 
network and urges the City’s adoption of the IS/MND. Expeditious implementation of the project will provide a 
critical car-free facility for bicyclists and pedestrians that will aide our community in achieving sustainable 
transportation and greenhouse gas emission reduction goals.  
 
The RTC is the lead agency for overall implementation of the rail trail in the County and is the owner of the Santa 
Cruz Branch Rail Line. The RTC lead a multi-year planning process for the 32-mile rail corridor that resulted in 
adoption of a Master Plan and certification of a program-level Environmental Impact Report. As you know, the City 
of Santa Cruz also adopted the RTC’s Master Plan as a guideline for implementation of projects within the City and 
as a show of endorsement and support. The RTC has allocated over $5M to Phase I and II of the Segment 7 project 
and has been proud to serve as the City of Santa Cruz’s partner in the implementation stage.  
 
The committee is pleased with design elements of the Phase I project and the many enhancements that the City 
included beyond the original project envisioned in the Master Plan. The IS/MND deserves the City’s adoption as it is 
a thorough document which adequately addresses environmental impacts and proposes sound and solid 
mitigations.  
 
The Committee thanks you for your consideration of this request. Please feel free to contact the RTC’s Bicycle 
Program Manager and staff to the Bicycle Advisory Committee, Cory Caletti at (831) 460-3201 or by email at 
ccaletti@sccrtc.org, for this and any other committee related matters. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
David Casterson 
Bicycle Advisory Committee Vice-Chair 
 

 
cc:  Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 

       Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s Bicycle Committee  
City of Santa Cruz Public Works Assistant Director (CS)  

   



 
 
 

 

September 8, 2017 
 
John Presleigh 
County of Santa Cruz Public Works Department  
701 Ocean Street, Room 410 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
RE:  Hiring Considerations for New Traffic Engineer  
 
Dear Mr. Presleigh, 
 
On behalf of the Bicycle Advisory Committee of the Regional Transportation Commission, I am writing with a 
request regarding the hiring process for your new Traffic Engineer. As you review candidates and make your 
selection, we ask that you look for someone who has knowledge of the latest developments in bicycle 
infrastructure design. Ideally, your chosen candidate will have worked to implement these designs in another 
jurisdiction. Examples include Class IV protected bikeways, bicycle boxes, multi-use paths, and protected 
intersections. 
 
According to a 2015 poll, 60% of Santa Cruz County residents would be interested in riding bikes more often if they 
had safe and protected bicycle infrastructure nearby. The benefits of encouraging trips by bike are tremendous; 
more bicycling can help reduce traffic impacts, improve air quality, and can help residents save money and stay 
healthy. But fear of traffic deters many people from bicycling, and these fears are not unfounded: our county is 
consistently ranked among the highest in the state for cyclist injuries and fatalities. The County has a tremendous 
opportunity to develop infrastructure that encourages bicycling and improves safety, and we ask that you consider 
these goals as you make your hiring decision. 
 
The Committee thanks you for your consideration of this request. Please feel free to contact the RTC’s Bicycle 
Program Manager and staff to the Bicycle Advisory Committee, Cory Caletti, at (831) 460-3201 or by email at 
ccaletti@sccrtc.org, for this and any other committee related matters. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
David Casterson 
Bicycle Advisory Committee Vice-Chair 
 

 
cc:  Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 

       Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s Bicycle Committee  
   



http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/government/city-departments/public-works/traffic-engineering/streetsmarts-2766
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/home/showdocument?id=61672








http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/home/showdocument?id=61488
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      Agenda: September 18, 2017 
                                      
To: Bicycle Advisory Committee  
                                                
From: Cory Caletti, Bicycle Program Manager/Senior Transportation 

Planner 
                                                        
Re: City of Scotts Valley Article 8 Transportation Development Act 

Claim for the Mt. Hermon/Scotts Valley Rd/Whispering Pines 
Intersection Improvement Project  

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Bicycle Advisory Committee recommend that the 
Regional Transportation Commission approve the City of Scotts Valley’s 
Transportation Development Act (TDA) claim for the Mt. Hermon/Scotts Valley 
Rd/Whispering Pines Intersection Improvement Project in the amount of 
$93,963. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Each year the Regional Transportation Commission allocates Article 8 
Transportation Development Account (TDA) funds to local jurisdictions for 
bikeway and pedestrian projects. TDA funds allocated to a local jurisdiction may 
be rolled over from one fiscal year to the next. TDA claims with bicycle 
amenities must be reviewed by the Bicycle Advisory Committee and those with 
pedestrian components must be reviewed by Elderly & Disabled Transportation 
Advisory Committee prior to approval by the Regional Transportation 
Commission.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The City of Scotts Valley submitted a request for TDA funds for Mt. 
Hermon/Scotts Valley Rd/Whispering Pines Intersection Improvement Project in 
the amount of $93,963 (Attachment 1

 

). The City of Scotts Valley’s request 
includes funding for a crosswalk safety improvement project. Responsibility for 
reviewing and recommending approval for pedestrian projects lies with the 
Elderly & Disabled Transportation Advisory Committee; therefore, that claim 
was not included.   

The Bicycle Advisory Committee has received numerous presentations on the 
Mt. Hermon/Scotts Valley Rd/Whispering Pines Intersection Improvement 
Project. As you may recall, improvements are intended to reduce conflicts 
between automobiles, bicyclists and pedestrians. The TDA funds will support 
development of the bicycle and pedestrian facilities portion of this project 
including: 
 



City of Scotts Valley TDA Allocation Request     Page 2 
 

• Installing bicycle loop detectors and bicycle boxes, restriping bike lanes 
with green lane treatments; 

• Providing new crosswalk striping and installing pedestrian signal faces 
with countdown indicators and Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS), which 
include pedestrian push buttons with audible and vibrating features, on 
all approaches on Mt. Hermon Road and Scotts Valley Drive and installing 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) for the southbound approach 
to enhance awareness of pedestrians crossing the free flow right turn 
lane; and, 

• Reconstructing the curb return on the southeast corner to square up the 
intersection, slightly shortening crosswalks, installing larger pedestrian 
refuge areas within the existing traffic islands, new curb ramps at all four 
corners and flatter crosswalks to improve accessibility, and providing ADA 
compliant improvements and realigning and widening crosswalks to 
improve pedestrian crossing safety.  

 
Staff recommends that the Bicycle Advisory Committee recommend 
that the Regional Transportation Commission approve the TDA Article 8 
Claim for the City of Scotts Valley’s Mt. Hermon/Scotts Valley 
Rd/Whispering Pines Intersection Improvement Project in the amount 
of $93,963. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The City of Scotts Valley submitted a TDA Article 8 allocation request for Mt. 
Hermon/Scotts Valley Rd/Whispering Pines Intersection Improvement Project 
for improvements in the amount of $93,963 to reduce conflicts between 
automobiles, bicyclists and pedestrians. The TDA funds will support 
development of the bicycle and pedestrian facilities portion of this project. 
 
Attachment

1. Article 8 TDA Allocation Request Letter from the City of Scotts Valley 
: 

2. Claim form for the Mt. Hermon/Scotts Valley Rd/Whispering Pines 
Intersection Improvement  

 
 

I:\E&DTAC\TDA\LOCAL JURISDICTIONS\2017\SVCITYTDARTC-OCT17.DOCX 
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Transportation Development Act (TDA) – Local Transportation Funds 
CLAIM FORM  

for Bike/Ped Projects 
 

If you have any questions about this claim form or would like an electronic copy of the form, 
 please contact the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission at 460-3200. 

 
Project Information                                                                                                                                        
 
1. Project Title: Mt. Hermon Road/Scotts Valley Drive/Whispering Pines Drive Intersection 

Operations Improvement Project 
 
2. Implementing Agency: City of Scotts Valley 
 
3. Sponsoring Agency (if different) – must be a TDA Eligible Claimant: 
 
4. TDA funding requested this claim: $93,963 
 
5. Fiscal Year (FY) for which funds are claimed: FY 2017/2018 
 
6. General purpose for which the claim is made, identified by the article and section of the Act which 

authorizes such claims:   Article 8 Bicycle and/or Pedestrian Facility 
 
7. Contact Person/Project Manager: Scott Hamby 
 Telephone Number: (831) 438-5854    E-mail: shamby@scottsvalley.org 
  
 Secondary Contact (in event primary not available): Jessica Kahn 
 Telephone Number: (831) 438-5854    E-mail: jkahn@scottsvalley.org 
 
8. Project/Program Description/Scope (use additional pages, if needed, to provide details such as work 

elements/tasks):   
 
The project calls for implementing the following improvements to the intersection of Mt. 
Hermon Road/Scotts Valley Drive/Whispering Pines Drive.  
 
• Lengthening the westbound left-turn lane from Mt. Hermon Road to Whispering Pines 

Drive to provide adequate storage for projected queues. 
• Re-striping the northbound approach on Whispering Pines Drive to provide separate left-

turn, through and right-turn lanes.  
• Modifying the signal to eliminate the split phasing and allow for protected left-turn phasing 

for the northbound Whispering Pines Drive and southbound Scotts Valley Drive 
approaches.  

• Installing bicycle loop detectors and provide new crosswalk striping on all approaches on 
Mt. Hermon Road and Scotts Valley Drive.  

• Restriping bike lanes with green lane treatments. 
• Installing bicycle boxes at all approaches.  
• Installing pedestrian signal faces with countdown indicators on all approaches on Mt. 

Hermon Road and Scotts Valley Drive. 
• Install Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) which include pedestrian push buttons with 

audible and vibrating features.  
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TDA Claim 

• Reconstructing the curb return on the southeast corner to square up the intersection, 
slightly shorten the crosswalks and provide ADA compliant improvements.  

• Installing Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) for the southbound approach to 
enhance awareness of pedestrians crossing the free flow right turn lane.  

• Replacing asphalt concrete pavement to repair rutted stopping zones.  
• Installing asphalt micro seal, new striping and new pavement markers to increase visibility. 
• Realigning and widening crosswalks to improve pedestrian crossing safety.  
• Installing larger pedestrian refuge areas within the existing traffic islands.  
• Relocating storm drain inlets to outside of the crosswalks.  
• Installing new curb ramps at all four corners and flatter crosswalks to improve 

accessibility. 
• Installing a new signal pole in a better location. 
• Installing all new traffic signals, wiring and detection loops. 

 
9. Number of people to be served/anticipated number of users of project/program:  

ADT volumes MHR: 33,000 VPD and SVD: 16,500 VPD. This intersection is a significant route 
from the Whispering Pines neighborhood to Scotts Valley Middle School and many other 
parents drop off children to walk from this intersection to the Middle School. All streets on this 
intersection currently have bike lanes that are moderately traveled. 

 
10. Project Location/Limits (attach a map and/or photos if available/applicable, include street names): 

Intersection of Mt. Hermon Road, Scotts Valley Drive, and Whispering Pines Drive. See map. 
 
11. Justification for the project. (Why is this project needed? Primary goal/purpose of the project; 

problem to be addressed; project benefits; importance to the community):  
 

The intersection of Mt. Hermon Road/Scotts Valley Drive is a major intersection in the city of 
Scotts Valley. It serves the surrounding residential neighborhoods, as well as those from other 
regions. Motorists use this intersection to access commercial and employment centers, 
corporate buildings, law enforcement offices, urgent care medical clinics, shopping centers, 
small businesses and parks. Mt. Hermon Road is a major arterial road providing east-west 
access from Highway 17 to Highway 9 and San Lorenzo Valley. The Scotts Valley Drive 
Corridor is an important major arterial roadway in Scotts Valley. It provides the only north-
south access between Mt. Hermon Road and north Scotts Valley/Highway 17.  
 
The project will double the length of the left turn lane from northbound Mt. Hermon Road to 
eastbound Whispering Pines Drive, modify existing signals, resynchronize intersection timing 
and improve pedestrian and bicycle safety with improvements to sidewalks, curb ramps, 
striping and pavement markings. The resulting improvements will provide more efficient use of 
the transportation system by reducing vehicle stops; especially during peak commute hours. 
These improvements are considered critical to provide a safe environment for motorists, 
bicyclists and pedestrians, school children and others in this heavily concentrated area of the 
city. 

 
12. Consistency and relationship with the 2014 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) – please reference 

Project or Policy:  
RTP Project Number: SV-27 

 
13. Measures of performance, success or completion to be used to evaluate project/program: 

Increased LOS, Reduction of conflicts and risk between motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists. 
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The project has been designed to meet local, state, and/or federal standards inclusive of for 
ADA path of travel, Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) and Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacons (RRFB), and use green lane treatments and bicycle boxes. 
 

14. Impact(s) of project on other modes of travel, if any (ex. parking to be removed): 
No negative impacts, improved LOS as described above.    
                                                                                                                                                       

15. Project Cost/Budget, including other funding sources, and Schedule: 
 
Capital Projects – Attached construction bid sheet highlights bicycle and pedestrian elements 
 
Project Start Date: September 2017 
 
 Planning Environ-

mental 
Design/ 

Engineering ROW Construction Other
* Contingency Total 

SCHEDULE 
(Month/Yr) 
Completion 
Date __/__ 

Completed Exempt Completed 
July 2017 N/A 

September-
November 

2017 
  November 

2017 

Total 
Cost/Phase   $208,783  999,990   $1,208,773 

$TDA  
Requested 
(this claim) 

  $0  $93,963   $93,963 

Prior TDA:   $0  $0   $0 

Grant:   $0  $346,000   $346,000 

Measure D:   $0  $160,615   $160,615 

City Funds    $208,783  $393,412   $602,195 

 *Please describe what is included in “Other”:   
 
16. Preferred Method and Schedule for TDA fund distribution, consistent with the RTC Rules and 

Regulations (a. 90% prior to completion/10% upon completion; or b. 100% after completion): 
 a. 90% prior to completion/10% upon completion 
  
17. TDA Eligibility:   YES?/NO? 

A. Has the project/program been approved by the claimant's governing body? Attach resolution to 
claim. (If "NO," provide the approximate date approval is anticipated.)  Yes 

B. Has this project previously received TDA funding? No 
C. For capital projects, have provisions been made by the claimant to maintain the project or facility, 

or has the claimant arranged for such maintenance by another agency for the next 20 years?   Yes 

D. Has the project already been reviewed by the RTC Bicycle Committee and/or Elderly/Disabled 
Transportation Advisory Committee? (If "NO," project will be reviewed prior to RTC approval). Yes 

E. For "bikeways," does the project meet Caltrans minimum safety design criteria pursuant to 
Chapter 1000 of the California Highway Design Manual? (Available on the internet via: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov). 

Yes 

 
Documentation to Include with Your Claim: 
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