
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s  
Elderly & Disabled Transportation Advisory Committee 

(Also serves as the Social Service Transportation Advisory Council) 
 

 
Minutes  

1:30pm- 3:30pm, Tuesday, November 14, 2017 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Introductions 
 

Members Present: Unexcused Absences: 
Cara Lamb, Potential Transit User Greta Kleiner, Potential Transit User  
Veronica Elsea, 3rd District Disabled 
Lisa Berkowitz, CTSA  
John Daugherty, SCMTD RTC Staff Present: 
Lori Welch-Bettencourt, 5th District Grace Blakeslee 
 Rachel Moriconi 
Alternates Present: George Dondero 
Tom Duncanson, 2nd District 
April Warnock, Metro  
  
Excused Absences: Others Present: 
Dulce Lizarraga-Chagilla, Social 
Service Provider –Seniors 
Tara Ireland, Volunteer Center  
Clay Kempf, Social Services Provider-
Seniors 

Marilyn Garret, Santa Cruz County 
Resident 
Gary Lindstrom, Aptos 
Janneke Strause, Bike Santa Cruz 
County 

 Scott Hamby, City of Scotts Valley 
Jon Bailiff, E&D TAC Member 
applicant 
 

3. Oral communications 
 

 Marilyn Garret provided information about the affects of cell phone service on 
bus riders and expressed concerns with safety and American Disabilities Act 
compliance crelated to the new METRO route 71 inbound bus stop near Aptos 
Village. 

 Ofelia Gomez provided a comment verbally and submitted comments in writing 
recommending that the METRO prioritize additional transit service from Santa 



Cruz to Dominican hospital and expanding service on this route to be provided 
by 6:20am. 

4. Additions or deletions to the consent or regular agenda 

 Grace Blakeslee, RTC staff, requested that Item #14: Seniors Council/Area 
Agency on Aging of Santa Cruz – Seniors Solutions Summit- Transportation 
Summary, be removed from the agenda and placed on the December 12, 2017 
agenda. 

 Grace Blakeslee, RTC staff, distributed copies of written comments on the 
October 10, 2017 E&D TAC minutes received from Becky Steinbruner and RTC 
staff response as handout for Item #5. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

5. Approve Minutes from October 10, 2017  

6. Receive Transportation Development Act Revenues Report  

7. Receive RTC Meeting Highlights  

8. Recommend the RTC approve E&D TAC Appointment 
 Jon Bailliff to the E&D TAC Member position of Social Service Provider- Disabled  
 Constance Fortino to the E&D TAC Member Alternate position of Social Provider- 

Disabled  

9. Receive Information Items  
 Letter from E&D TAC to Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors  
 FTA Manual on Bicycle and Pedestrian Connections, Executive Summary Full 

Report 

10. Receive Agency Updates (other than items on the regular agenda)  
a. Volunteer Center-  1st Quarter 2017/2018 
b. Community Bridges – None 
c. Santa Cruz Metro – None 

 

Action: A motion (Welch/Daugherty) was made to amend the October 10, 2017 minutes 
to correct the location of the Commission on Disabilities sponsored event on October 21, 
2017 from the Santa Cruz Policy Community Room to the Santa Cruz Police Community 
Room as requested by Veronica Elsea, E&D TAC Chair, and approve the October 10, 2017 
minutes as amended. The motion passed with members Berkowitz, Daugherty, Elsea, 
Welch-Bettencourt, Duncanson, and Lamb voting in favor.  
 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 

11. Draft California State Rail Plan 
 



George Dondero, Executive Director, provided an overview of the Draft California State 
Rail Plan. He discussed the key components of the plan and the cooperation of State 
and private partners in developing the strategic plan. Committee members discussed 
transit travel time assumptions and if estimates considered the transfer times between 
bus and train for individuals with visual or mobility impairments. Committee members 
also asked for information about consideration for private property owners impacted by 
construction of the California high speed rail system. Members of the public asked 
questions about discounts for seniors and low-income individuals riding rail transit.  

12. Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) Draft Project List 
 
Rachel Moriconi, RTC Senior Transportation Planner, reviewed the preliminary 
recommendations for the Regional Transportation Improvement Program. Ms. Moriconi 
provided an overview of: the funding sources and total funding available during this 
programming cycle, the project evaluation criteria, other available funding sources, 
and the thirty-six project applications received. Committee members discussed 
proposed projects and funding recommendations, project evaluation and effectiveness, 
funding for regional and local projects, bicycle and pedestrian safety improvements in 
the City of Watsonville, how project’s serve the needs of elderly and disabled 
individuals, and accessible pedestrian signals. Project sponsors from Bike Santa Cruz 
County and the City of Scotts Valley described projects for which funding was 
requested. 

 

Action: A motion (Elsea/ Berkowitz) was made to recommend that the RTC increase 
funding for Open Streets to $50,000, decrease the funding recommended for  Every Day 
is Bike to Work Day  to $25,000; require projects that include signal upgrades (Airport 
Boulevard Reconstruction, Freedom Boulevard Reconstruction and Aptos Creek Road 
Traffic Signal) to include audible signal components; and approve the remaining staff 
recommendations. The motion passed with members Berkowitz, Daugherty, Elsea, Welch-
Bettencourt, Duncanson, and Lamb voting in favor. 

 
13. Cruz511 In Your Neighborhood Project Activities and Results- Postponed until 

December 12, 2017 E&D TAC meeting agenda 
 

14. Seniors Council/Area Agency on Aging of Santa Cruz – Seniors Solutions Summit- 
Transportation Summary- Moved to December 12, 2017 E&D TAC meeting agenda 

15. Pedestrian Safety Workgroup Update-None 

16. Adjourn  
 
Next meeting: 1:30 pm, December 12, 2017 @ RTC Office, Santa Cruz 
 
HOW TO REACH US Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
  1523 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
  Phone: (831) 460-3200 / fax (831) 460-3215 
  Email: info@sccrtc.org / website: www.sccrtc.org 
 



ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
The Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission does not discriminate on the 
basis of disability and no person shall, by reason of a disability, be denied the benefits of 
its services, programs, or activities. This meeting location is an accessible facility. If you 
wish to attend this meeting and require special assistance in order to participate, please 
contact RTC staff at 460-3200 (CRS 800/735-2929) at least three working days in 
advance of this meeting to make arrangements. People with disabilities may request a 
copy of the agenda in an alternative format. As a courtesy to those person affected, 
please attend the meeting smoke and scent-free. 
 
SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCIÓN/TRANSLATION SERVICES  
Si gusta estar presente o participar en esta junta de la Comisión Regional de Transporte 
del condado de Santa Cruz y necesita información o servicios de traducción al español por 
favor llame por lo menos con tres días laborables de anticipo al (831) 460-3200 para 
hacer los arreglos necesarios. (Spanish language translation is available on an as needed 
basis. Please make advance arrangements (at least three days in advance by calling (831) 
460-3200. 
        
TITLE VI NOTICE: The RTC operates its programs and services without regard to race, 
color and national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. Any person 
believing to have been aggrieved by the RTC under Title VI may file a complaint with RTC 
by contacting the RTC at (831) 460-3212 or 1523 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
or online at www.sccrtc.org. A complaint may also be filed directly with the Federal Transit 
Administration to the Office of Civil Rights, Attention: Title VI Program Coordinator, East 
Building, 5th Floor-TCR, 1200 New Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20590. 
 
AVISO A  BENEFICIARIOS SOBRE EL TITULO VI  
La RTC conduce sus programas y otorga sus servicios sin considerar raza, color u origen 
nacional de acuerdo al Titulo VI del Acta Sobre los Derechos Civiles. Cualquier persona 
que cree haber sido ofendida por la RTC bajo el Titulo VI puede entregar queja con la RTC 
comunicándose al (831) 460-3212 o 1523 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 o en 
línea al www.sccrtc.org. También se puede quejar directamente con la Administración 
Federal de Transporte en la Oficina de Derechos Civiles, Atención: Coordinador del 
Programa Titulo VI, East Building, 5th Floor-TCR, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, 
Washington, DC 20590. 
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