
From: scott taylor
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:03:06 PM

To who it may concern,
I am in support of the trail… No rail. There are better, more cost efficient options for the county for transportation
than building a rail trail. Trail only. 
Scott Taylor.  Pleasure Point resident

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Gregg Medaglia
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Agenda Item 26...
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 11:09:02 AM

I wanted to put my vote in for approving Agenda Item #26 in the upcoming meeting.

Please, please, please YES ON ITEM 26.  Railbank and build interim trail now.

Thank you for your consideration.

Gregg

mailto:greggmed@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Krista Corwin
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Comment on item 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 2:28:38 PM

This is my comment. -KC
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From: Jean Anderson
To: Jean Anderson; Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: I support item #26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 8:06:04 PM

I support item #26
Jean Anderson
Aptos, CA
-- 
Jean Anderson CBCP CBCA IRCA PMP DSW
Technical Program Manager: AR/VR
IT/Disaster Recovery, Data Center, Business Continuity 
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/jeanandersonpmp 

mailto:jmanderson123a@gmail.com
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From: Bryn Loosley
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: In support of rail banking
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 7:40:38 AM

To the RTC board members,

That Santa Cruz County taxpayers will shell out hundreds of millions of dollars to pay for a
train that may serve some small portion of the populace many decades from now is a ludicrous
idea. Our county needs transportations solutions immediately, and similar projects in other
communities have proven beyond a shadow of a doubt that passenger rail is among the most
expensive and least effective ways to meet that need.

In the meantime, we have already wasted a decade that could have seen the development of an
active transportation solution that has the potential to markedly improve the mobility, health,
and economy of the county and its residents. Let's not delay any further. Please vote in support
of railbanking and the expideted construction of a world-class trail system.

Bryn Loosley
Aptos

mailto:brynloosley@gmail.com
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From: keith schuler
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 4:33:37 AM

Dear RTC commision

Interim trail and rail-banking now please.

Keith Schuler  
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From: keith schuler
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 4:33:37 AM

Dear RTC commision

Interim trail and rail-banking now please.

Keith Schuler  

mailto:keithschuler@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Aleah True
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:13:02 PM

Hi there!

I am a Santa Cruz local, born and raised. I have loved to ride my bike since I was a kid and
always am so frustrated that there aren't more safe spaces to do so to get across town like in
Monterey. 

I am in support of railbank & build interim Coastal Trai! Let's get working on this asap to
creating an awesome bike path for all! 

Thank you for your time,

Aleah True 

mailto:aleahtrue7@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Joe Morici
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 4:44:08 AM

To whom it may concern:

As a resident of aptos for over 30 years I strongly support rail banking and building an interim trail.

The rail corridor can be used now and it is a Hugh disservice to the residents of Santa Cruz County to continue to
drag your feet.

I will be keenly interested to see who votes no and I will actively support their removal. 

Regards,

Joe Morici

Real Estate Broker
Please excuse the brevity
Sent from my iPhone
Mobile- 1 408 391-1787

mailto:beachstp@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Michael Parisi
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item 26 support
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 10:38:33 AM

Hello,
 
I’d like to voice support for railbanking & building the interim Coastal Trail! Super excited to get on
a bike to get to work, as are many of the folks who work at HydroLogic! Thanks!
 
Michael James Parisi – Marketing Director
Hydrologic Purification Systems
370 Encinal Street, Suite 150 | Santa Cruz, CA 95060
p. 888.426.5644 ext 100| f. 831.336.9840
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From: Bill Gray
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item 26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 4:45:30 PM

Please continue to "pause" the continuation of rail development. It is past time to recognize
that further rail development is counter to the transportation interests and needs of the region.
Let us move forward to bank the rail and use the RR right away for a trail. If a future
generation is smarter than us, or if the demographics change markedly, then develop a rail
alternative.

Thank you,

Bill Gray
1440 Prospect Ave
Capitola 

mailto:graybil@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Dave- Gmail
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 9:43:09 AM

As a 40-year resident of the County, I firmly OPPOSE any suggestions to eliminate the Rail + Trail options for the
rail corridor. Please vote NO on Item 26 on the May 6 agenda. Thank you.

David Lewis
Aptos

Sent from Fern Flat...

mailto:dblewis49@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: mark wegrich
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Item 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 6:21:52 AM

Your attention please,
As a 30 year resident of the County I wish to urge the RTC to vote yes on Item 26 on the agenda
for the May 6 meeting. I believe rail banking is the best option for the County at this time. A trail
will benefit the health, safety and welfare of the most County residents and tourists and provide
an economic boom to our local small businesses that are located along the right of way.

Sincerely,

Mark Wegrich

mailto:wegrich@comcast.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Contact Request Form
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: New submission from Contact Form
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:21:23 PM

This Contact Request Form has been submitted by a member of the public to
http://sccrtc.org/contact-us/.

Name

  Dave Steinbruner

Email

  ki6tkb@yahoo.com

Subject

  Rail - Item 26 et. al. upcoming meeting.

Your Message

 

KSCO just mentioned item 26 on an upoming meeting regarding rail..."Temporary" railbanking!
Great jumping horny toads! Holy Camel's nose, batman!

There's no reason Roaring Camp can't be using the tracks *right now*, at the very least for excursions
from Santa Cruz to Davenport and back.
Don't bury any tracks, nor remove them. Use them. At least let others use them while you argue about it.
It's been nigh on 20 years.
I know your inbox is bound to overflow about this topic so I'll stop my rant before I start. 

D. Steinbruner
Aptos, CA

mailto:ki6tkb@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: jonathan boudreau
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: No train YES trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 1:09:37 PM

My name is Jonathan Boudreau and I wanted to express my interest in the Trail only option.  My
family and I often ride bicycles around town and often times I do not feel safe letting my little one
ride a bicycle on the street.  If we got ride of the tracks there would be plenty of space to have a
large nice bike path that does not get diverted onto the road.
 
No TRAIN 
YES TRAIL NOW!!
 
Thank you.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:soveryitchy4u@hotmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: jonathan boudreau
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: No train YES trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 1:09:37 PM

My name is Jonathan Boudreau and I wanted to express my interest in the Trail only option.  My
family and I often ride bicycles around town and often times I do not feel safe letting my little one
ride a bicycle on the street.  If we got ride of the tracks there would be plenty of space to have a
large nice bike path that does not get diverted onto the road.
 
No TRAIN 
YES TRAIL NOW!!
 
Thank you.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:soveryitchy4u@hotmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Jack Brown
To: Regional Transportation Commission; aurelio.gonzalez@cityofwatsonville.org; sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com;

Bertrand, Jacques; eduardo.montesino@cityofwatsonville.org; greg.caput@co.santa-cruz.ca.us;
ryan.coonerty@santacruzcounty.us; Bruce McPherson; Gine Johnson; Patrick Mulhearn; Zach Friend; Andy
Schiffrin; ladykpetersen@gmail.com; Manu Koenig; Randy Johnson; openup@cats.ucsc.edu

Subject: Please do not vote on Item 25 and please support the interim trail for Segment 12 on Item 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 1:33:12 PM

I ask the RTC to put the TCAA Business Plan to rest at Thursday, May 6th meeting of the
RTC once and for all. 

We are seeing huge pressure by a small minority of special interest rail groups asking to vote
again on the business plan. Behind the scenes we have seen these same groups make thinly
veiled threats by their larger and more powerful lobbying machines threatening leaders who
opposed the rail plan for being what it is, simply not affordable. We have also seen the
Watsonville City Council violate the Brown Act with the resolution that will be presented
Thursday. Member Aurelio Gonzalez made a motion for an Emergency Meeting, something
that is only reserved for dire issues, like the pandemic or a natural disaster, to be used to make
a resolution regarding a train. The type of meeting was changed to a "Special Session" outside
of the public purview, and their notice stated they gave the public 72 hours notice, when in
fact they only provided less than half of that time. It was a dangerous precedent placed by
Watsonville leaders to cave to 3 of their members who si on the RTC who should be censured
for their actions. 
The business plan simply did what it was supposed to do. It showed the funding was not there
and the plan was not viable. We have not had passenger rail in Santa Cruz for over 50 years
and even if all of the money were to arrive on our doorstep, it would still take over 25 years to
implement. This is not transportation equity, this is a money grab. We need to get the RTC to
move forward on items that get Santa Cruz moving in the next 5 years, and I urge the RTC to
take on that audacious goal. Restore Metro, make Paracruz and Lift Line work as an on-
demand TAAS and turn the corridor into a safe and wide multi-modal trail for inner and inter-
community active transportation for ALL of Santa Cruz County, not just a select few and their
rail lobbyists.

With that, I ask that you also support Item 26 on the agenda to explore an interim trail in
section 12 of the corridor. This is the most expensive section with the current design coming
in at a staggering $40 million dollars per mile when the highway crossings are taken into
consideration. An interim trail where the line is rail banked and the tracks are pulled would
cost significantly less and help those of us along this section to stop using our cars and take
advantage of community centers such as Aptos Village without having to navigate the gauntlet
of traffic we are subject to now.

I appreciate all the RTC is doing lately to work to the will of the people and hopefully we can
put this debate behind us so we can work on more serious issues. As commissioner Johnson
said "This conversation sucks the life out of all other conversations we should be having."

Let's get working on real issues! 

Regards,

Jack Brown
Aptos, CA
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From: Rob & Dondi
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Please vote YES on 26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 6:38:21 PM

As long time county residents and taxpayers, we urge you to support Item #26 on the
upcoming RTC agenda.  The moment is now to develop an interim trail that we can
ALL utilize and enjoy while committing to a rail-banking strategy that will protect our
future decision-making options.  

Rob and Dondi Gaskill
217 Venetian Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003
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mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Gregory Becker
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: Gregory Becker
Subject: Please vote YES on Agenda Item 26!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:32:01 PM

Dear Commissioners

Hallelujah!  It is a joy to see the RTC staff looking forward again and including the full width trail.  Item 26 is a
welcome reassurance that this public agency is serving the public.

The time and money lost in our county’s rail excursion will never be recovered, but I am grateful that its folly has
ended.

Gratefully,

Greg Becker

mailto:greg@laselva.us
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mailto:greg@laselva.us


From: Gregory Becker
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: Gregory Becker
Subject: Please vote YES on Agenda Item 26!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:32:01 PM

Dear Commissioners

Hallelujah!  It is a joy to see the RTC staff looking forward again and including the full width trail.  Item 26 is a
welcome reassurance that this public agency is serving the public.

The time and money lost in our county’s rail excursion will never be recovered, but I am grateful that its folly has
ended.

Gratefully,

Greg Becker

mailto:greg@laselva.us
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
mailto:greg@laselva.us


From: David Date
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Public Comment. Rail bank the tracks, build interim trail, revisit when funds become available.
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 8:47:23 PM

La Selva Beach bus service was cut September 2015, only 2 months before the narrow passage
of the Measure D transportation sales tax Measure. 

I supported Measure D, believing that it would provide the neccessary funding to restore our
bus service, patch our potholes, and complete the trail along the corridor. 

Almost 6 years later, our bus benches have been removed, the roads are worse than ever and
the trail is nowhere in sight. 

The same agency which has seemingly vanished $17 million in new annual tax revenues, now
seeks to build a $500 million dollar train in 20 years, at the expense of the expedient
construction of a multi-modal trail in 2. 

Santa Cruz isn't having it, as most recently observed by Supervisor Manu Koenig's landslide
victory against Incumbent Leopold. 

Santa Cruz desperately needs transportation alternatives and that involves Rail banking the
tracks and building the Trail NOW

David Date
La Selva Beach
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mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: james cook
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Rail bank
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 10:11:40 PM

Please vote to railbank  the corridor. We need a dedicated bus and high occupancy carpool lane on highway 1 
ASAP.
Thanks
James Cook
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From: will cassilly
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: rail trail
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:26:32 PM

Please vote yes on 26 and build interim trail now.

thank you, Will Cassilly  1000 Pau Hana Dr  Soquel CA 95073

mailto:willcassilly1@comcast.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Julia Martin
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: rail trail
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 1:06:54 PM

YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now
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From: William Martin
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: RAIL TRAIL
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:56:49 PM

YES ON ITEM 26 TO RAILBANK NOW PLEASE
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From: William Martin
To: Regional Transportation Commission
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Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 12:56:49 PM
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From: Donald Schwartz
To: Brian Peoples
Cc: Regional Transportation Commission; Sarah Christensen; Guy Preston; Matt Machado; Zach Friend; Patrick

Mulhearn; Manu Koenig; jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net; rlj12@comcast.net; Bruce McPherson; Gine Johnson;
jimmy.dutra@cityofwatsonville.org; openup@cats.ucsc.edu; sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com;
ladykpetersen@gmail.com; Alex Clifford

Subject: Re: Yes on 26 / New protected bike/pedestrian path between Soquel Dr / Highway 1 to Freedom Blvd
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 8:33:42 AM

Brian Peoples speaks for me. 

Donald Charles Schwartz, MBA, JD
Law Office of Donald C. Schwartz
7960-B Soquel Drive, No. 291
Aptos, CA  95003
831-331-9909/Fax: 815-301-6556
donald@lawofficedonaldschwartz.com

Confidentiality, Limitation Of Use, And No Binding Effect
The preceding message contents and any attachments (collectively "Contents") are: (i) solely for the benefit of the person(s)
or entity(ies) addressed (collectively "Recipient") and may not be relied upon by any other person(s) or entity(ies) ("Others")
for any purpose without specific written permission of Donald Charles Schwartz, Esq. and the Law Offices of Donald C.
Schwartz;  (ii) confidential, private and contain non-disclosable information for the exclusive use of the Recipient (iii)
protected by the Electronic Communications Act (18 U.S.C.§2510-2521) and or the Health Insurance Portability &
Accountability Act of 1996 (42 USC 201) & its privacy rules and may also be legally privileged (including attorney-client or
attorney work-product privilege), confidential, proprietary or otherwise protected by law and all downloading, photocopying,
distributing or otherwise using the Contents by Others in any way is prohibited; (iv) sent for informational purposes only and
unless expressly stated not intended to be an electronic signature for purposes of binding any client of or Donald Charles
Schwartz, Esq. and the Law Offices of Donald C. Schwartz to any contract or agreement under the California Uniform
Electronic Transaction Act (CA Civil Code §1633.1-1633.17) and all other similar states & federal laws;  (iv) not intended or
written and may not be used for the purpose of avoiding federal taxes or penalties nor used to promote, market or recommend
any transaction or matter addressed in the Contents (See IRS Circular 230);  (v) Recipient should not save or file electronic or
paper copies of the Contents with publicly accessible records, and  (vi) subject to continued application of the foregoing to
any subsequent retransmission, publication or disclosure.

On Tue, May 4, 2021 at 8:24 AM Brian Peoples <brian@trailnow.org> wrote:
RTC,

We support approval of Item #26.  

In addition, we ask if an alternative trail plan could be to have the Coastal Corridor remain on the
oceanside of Highway 1 and have only one trail bridge constructed into Aptos Village - connecting
to the northern trestle.   This would be significantly lower in cost for widening Highway 1 and
construction of Santa Cruz Coastal Trail.    This would allow for the southern trestle to serve as a
connector to a new protected bike/pedestrian path between Soquel Drive and Highway 1.   We ask
that this new protected bike/pedestrian path be designed so it extends to Freedom Blvd. 

Best regards,

Brian Peoples
Trail Now
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From: Elizabeth Park
To: David Schutz; Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Re: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 10:33:42 AM

Yes, absolutely. Please add our names to the YES ON 26, thank you.
 

From: David Schutz <dpschutz@gmail.com>
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 at 9:39 AM
To: info@sccrtc.org <info@sccrtc.org>
Cc: Elizabeth Park <elizabeth.penandink@gmail.com>
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail

Hello - 

I’d just like to add my wife & my name to the group who believe that "YES ON 26, Railbank and build
interim Coastal Trail” is the right way to go.

Thank You,

David Schutz & Elizabeth Park
4445 Trout Gulch Rd
Aptos CA 95003
D: 408-234-8180
E: 408-318-3003
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From: Barry Scott
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Reject Item 26, "Addition of Interim Trail Alternative" and $950,000 budget amendment
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 10:16:46 AM

Dear Commissioners and staff.

Environmental review requires study of the project, of at least one alternative, and a no-build
scenario.  Roaring Camp has become the provider of freight service for the next seven years
and will not entertain a railbanking motion. Neither should the Commission ever entertain
notions of removing our invaluable public utility, the branch rail line.

The RTC should not consider an alternative that has such a scant change of being feasible, and
risks wasting $950,000.   Moreover, this failed alternative would require a different alternative
be considered and funded for study, thus delaying progress and risking funding

What other alternatives for the Segment 12/Aux Lane Bridges project could be considered that
don't involve removal of the rail line?

Have any interim solutions, such as Interim Trail sections attached to the existing bridges,
been considered for study as alternatives?

If the commissioners decide to revisit and then approve the rail business plan, isn't this Item 26
exercise just an even greater waste of time, funds, and effort?

Please remove Item 26 from the May 6 agenda until further information and other feasible
alternatives are available.  Please also eliminate the $950,000 budget amendment until a
rational alternative is identified and selected.

Many thanks for your hard work and diligence,

Barry

Barry Scott

Battery-electric streetcar service is available today:  coastfutura.org
Coastal Rail Santa Cruz
A not for profit organization
831-612-6574

mailto:barry@coastalrail.org
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
http://coastfutura.org/
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From: Tim Brattan
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: greg.caput@santacruzcounty.us; ryan.coonerty@santacruzcounty.us; manu.koenig@santacruzcounty.us;

patrick.mulhearn@santacruzcounty.us; bruce.mcpherson@santacruzcounty.us; jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net;
ladykpetersen@gmail.com; openup@cats.ucsc.edu; sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com; rlj12@comcast.net;
aurelio.gonzalez@cityofwatsonville.org; eduardo.montesino@cityofwatsonville.org

Subject: RTC Agenda May 6, 2021
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:20:09 AM

Dear Chair Gonzalez and Commissioners,

Related to item #26 on your May 6th RTC meeting agenda and Attachment 3 on page 254, we urge you
to begin the process of railbanking the coastal corridor. It is essential we open the Santa Cruz Coastal
Corridor as a transportation resource ASAP to get the most people moving, improve community health
and address the climate emergency.

Initiating the railbanking process will ensure the corridor remains a taxpayer-owned property while
allowing for mass transit options in the future. It will also protect our county from liability for any potential
easement disputes. Let's do something we can afford today that will initiate construction of an interim
Coastal Trail adaptive to all modes of active transportation.

Sincerely,

Tim Brattan & Suzi Mahler
Santa Cruz

mailto:timbrattan@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
mailto:greg.caput@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:ryan.coonerty@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:manu.koenig@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:patrick.mulhearn@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:bruce.mcpherson@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ladykpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:openup@cats.ucsc.edu
mailto:sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com
mailto:rlj12@comcast.net
mailto:aurelio.gonzalez@cityofwatsonville.org
mailto:eduardo.montesino@cityofwatsonville.org


From: Tim Brattan
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: greg.caput@santacruzcounty.us; ryan.coonerty@santacruzcounty.us; manu.koenig@santacruzcounty.us;

patrick.mulhearn@santacruzcounty.us; bruce.mcpherson@santacruzcounty.us; jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net;
ladykpetersen@gmail.com; openup@cats.ucsc.edu; sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com; rlj12@comcast.net;
aurelio.gonzalez@cityofwatsonville.org; eduardo.montesino@cityofwatsonville.org

Subject: RTC Agenda May 6, 2021
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:20:09 AM

Dear Chair Gonzalez and Commissioners,

Related to item #26 on your May 6th RTC meeting agenda and Attachment 3 on page 254, we urge you
to begin the process of railbanking the coastal corridor. It is essential we open the Santa Cruz Coastal
Corridor as a transportation resource ASAP to get the most people moving, improve community health
and address the climate emergency.

Initiating the railbanking process will ensure the corridor remains a taxpayer-owned property while
allowing for mass transit options in the future. It will also protect our county from liability for any potential
easement disputes. Let's do something we can afford today that will initiate construction of an interim
Coastal Trail adaptive to all modes of active transportation.

Sincerely,

Tim Brattan & Suzi Mahler
Santa Cruz

mailto:timbrattan@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
mailto:greg.caput@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:ryan.coonerty@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:manu.koenig@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:patrick.mulhearn@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:bruce.mcpherson@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ladykpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:openup@cats.ucsc.edu
mailto:sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com
mailto:rlj12@comcast.net
mailto:aurelio.gonzalez@cityofwatsonville.org
mailto:eduardo.montesino@cityofwatsonville.org


From: Lou Albert
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: Lou Albert
Subject: RTC Agenda this Thursday
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:11:19 PM

Hi, My name is Lou Albert. I live not far from the rail tracks in the Santa Cruz Seabright
neighborhood. I would like to express my support for a walking and bike  trail extending from
Davenport to Watsonville. A trail like this will not only serve our local community with a
healthy, beautiful transportation route, but it will also become a valuable tourist attraction.
Who knows, the next generation might even see it extended to the bike trail between Seaside
to Pacific Grove and support future tech clean “rail” transports. Please support item #26 Item
to develop an interim trail for Segment 12 now and request staff toto immediately submit
a rail-banking application to STC and specify when rails and ties will be removed
between Watsonville to Davenport. Thank you for your time and support on this
matter. I believe this is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to build an incredible
community resource.

Thank you

Lou Albert
1591 E Cliff Dr
Santa Cruz CA 95062
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From: Craig Wilson
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: RTC meeting May 6 Agenda item 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 5:58:40 AM

YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail
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From: Mike Kelley
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Santa Cruz rail trail
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 4:22:01 PM

It’s been way too long!  YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Al Ramadan
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Support for the trail.
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:55:11 PM

Hi, My name is Al Ramadan. I live in the lower westside neighborhood.

I would like to express my support for a walking and bike trail extending from Davenport to Watsonville.

A trail like this will not only serve our local community with a healthy, beautiful transportation route, but it will also
become a valuable tourist attraction. Who knows, the next generation might even see it extended to the bike trail
between Seaside to Pacific Grove and support future tech clean “rail” transports. Please support item #26 Item to
develop an interim trail for Segment 12 now and request staff to immediately submit a rail-banking application to
STC and specify when rails and ties will be removed between Watsonville to Davenport.

Thank you for your time and support on this matter and I believe this is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to build
an incredible community resource.

Thanks,
Al & Christine Ramadan

mailto:al@powpowpatrol.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: ROBERT STEPHENS
To: Greg Caput; ryan.coonerty@santacruzcounty.us; manu.koenig@santacruzcounty.us;

patrick.mulhearn@santacruzcounty.us; bruce.mcpherson@santacruzcounty.us; jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net;
ladykpetersen@gmail.com; openup@cats.ucsc.edu; sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com; rlj12@comcast.net; Aurelio
Gonzalez; Eduardo Montesino

Cc: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: The trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 11:26:19 AM

Daer RTC Commissioners:

Now is the time to rail bank the corridor and make the trail a priority over the train. In the past, the train has been the
priority, but now is the time to work on the trail, as this is the one piece of this project that most people can agree
upon they want. The reason for this is very simple, there is a great cost to our community by waiting 20 years for a
train that might not ever work and in the mean time not have a functioning trail. Funding for a future train looks
very unclear and will certainly need a new local tax. We need solutions to traffic now. We can save the corridor for
future transportation solutions by rail banking.

The trail will be a healthful way to get around our county and with other amenities such as benches, ebike rent
stations  and drinking fountains, it would be heavily used a by our community. By making the trail a priority we can
save money on the trail and build it faster.

Watsonville, in particular Pajaro High, would get a beautiful trail that would connect to Wetlands Watch to the
wonders of  Harkens Slough. Right now Watsonville gets no trail, only a dangerous bike path on Beach Street and
San Andreas Road. Please don’t leave the citizen of Watsonville out of getting a trail, like the rest of the county. 

Please take actions to prioritize the trail over the rail.

Sincerely,

Robert Stephens
Aptos 
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stations  and drinking fountains, it would be heavily used a by our community. By making the trail a priority we can
save money on the trail and build it faster.

Watsonville, in particular Pajaro High, would get a beautiful trail that would connect to Wetlands Watch to the
wonders of  Harkens Slough. Right now Watsonville gets no trail, only a dangerous bike path on Beach Street and
San Andreas Road. Please don’t leave the citizen of Watsonville out of getting a trail, like the rest of the county. 

Please take actions to prioritize the trail over the rail.

Sincerely,

Robert Stephens
Aptos 

mailto:awranch@aol.com
mailto:greg.caput@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:ryan.coonerty@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:manu.koenig@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:patrick.mulhearn@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:bruce.mcpherson@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ladykpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:openup@cats.ucsc.edu
mailto:sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com
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From: Dolly Barnes
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail now!
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 9:13:42 AM

Hello!

We have ridden bikes and walked on amazing rail trails around the country as well as internationally.   If former
coal mining communities in rural Pennsylvania, modest suburban towns of Oregon, and forested regions of northern
Idaho can all make amazing rail trails, Santa Cruz County can too!  This sort of project brings eco-business and the
desirable kind of tourism, as well as a terrific resource for locals.

Trains can be great, too, but with the high expense and poisonous community disagreement it will never happen
here.

Rail bank it and build the trail now!

Dolly & Jeff Barnes
Watsonville
(Property not near rail line.)

mailto:seacliff00@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Gina Colfer
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail NOW
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 5:03:42 PM

Good Day RTC, 

I would like to comment on the Rail Trail and endorse you to vote yes on item 26 to railbank
the tracks and build a trail now. It does not need to be to involved.  Pull the tracks and ties and
sell them, grade the area and put down decomposed gravel. I also think having sponsorships or
adopt a trail could get the community/neighborhoods involved in caretaking their stretch of
trail. 
This county will never have the population to support a train and a good portion of the traffic
comes from Monterey County and also travels over HWY 17.
Please consider my comments.

Thank you, 
Gina Bella Colfer
Life long Aptos Resident

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

mailto:ginacolfer@aol.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/aol-news-email-weather-video/id646100661


From: Dan
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:20:30 AM

It should have already been completed. Build the trail NOW!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dbt33@hotmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Dan
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:20:30 AM

It should have already been completed. Build the trail NOW!

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Marcia Poms
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 10:06:37 AM

Please vote for making a Trail now. Build it on top of the tracks?
Trains now just don’t make fiscal sense.
Thanks
Marcia Poms

mailto:marciapoms@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Marcia Poms
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 10:06:37 AM

Please vote for making a Trail now. Build it on top of the tracks?
Trains now just don’t make fiscal sense.
Thanks
Marcia Poms
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From: gjseacliff
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:47:43 AM

To whom it may concern, 

Vote yes on 26. We need our bike trail now. Thanks, Guy
Sent from ProtonMail for iOS

mailto:gjseacliff@protonmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: gjseacliff
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Trail
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:47:43 AM

To whom it may concern, 

Vote yes on 26. We need our bike trail now. Thanks, Guy
Sent from ProtonMail for iOS
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From: Richard Kollmar
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: trail
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 5:17:44 PM

Please build the flippin' trail! We have been waiting too long.
Thank you.

Richard Kollmar

mailto:rtkollmar@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Daniel Spero
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Vote for trail only!
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 6:18:13 AM

Yes on item#26!

Get Outlook for Android

mailto:danspero@hotmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
https://aka.ms/AAb9ysg
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From: Tanya and Tony Bennett
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Voting YES on 26 for Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:48:23 PM

I am a resident of Aptos and I vote YES on 26, Railbank and build the interim trail now.

The train, in any form, is just not economically feasible for this County. Please put in a trail. It
will be used by many people daily, and drastically cut down on car vs bike accidents &
fatalities in our County.  I have read all the studies so far and the bottom line for me always is
there is no budget to sustain the train, no guarantee of ridership, an enormous upfront cost, and
a high probability this will cost local taxpayers a whole bunch of money continually. Please
end this boondoggle!

Many thanks,
Tanya Bennett 
609 Townsend Dr
Aptos 
YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now"

The train, in any form, is just not economically feasible for this county

Sent from my iPad

mailto:ttcben@pacbell.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Simon Cassar
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes in 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:51:57 AM

We desperately need bike trails and forget gas cars

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:scassar@flexsweep.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Marion Krause
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 10:11:24 AM

Hello,
I urge you to vote yes on item #26 on Thursday. Railbank and build an interim trail now.
Thank you!
Sincerely,
Marion Krause
Seascape Resort Dr.
Aptos, CA

mailto:mkrause3@pacbell.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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To: Regional Transportation Commission
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From: Brian Peoples
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: Sarah Christensen; Guy Preston; Matt Machado; Zach Friend; Patrick Mulhearn; Manu Koenig;

jacques.bertrand@sbcglobal.net; rlj12@comcast.net; Bruce McPherson; Gine Johnson;
"jimmy.dutra@cityofwatsonville.org"; openup@cats.ucsc.edu; sbrown@cityofsantacruz.com;
ladykpetersen@gmail.com; Alex Clifford

Subject: Yes on 26 / New protected bike/pedestrian path between Soquel Dr / Highway 1 to Freedom Blvd
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 8:24:40 AM

RTC,

We support approval of Item #26.  

In addition, we ask if an alternative trail plan could be to have the Coastal Corridor remain on the
oceanside of Highway 1 and have only one trail bridge constructed into Aptos Village - connecting to
the northern trestle.   This would be significantly lower in cost for widening Highway 1 and
construction of Santa Cruz Coastal Trail.    This would allow for the southern trestle to serve as a
connector to a new protected bike/pedestrian path between Soquel Drive and Highway 1.   We ask
that this new protected bike/pedestrian path be designed so it extends to Freedom Blvd. 

Best regards,

Brian Peoples
Trail Now

mailto:brian@trailnow.org
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Peter Cook
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26 please!!!!!!!!!!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:34:07 AM

Dear RTC Board,
 
I would really like to be able to bike to Davenport and the Boardwalk in my lifetime on a car free
path. I strongly object to giving up the opportunity to have a world class cross county bike, e-bike,
walking, running trail in exchange for the possibility of a rail at some point in the future. Rail banking
will allow future uses such as BART, PRT or a hyperloop type of rail system to be brought to our
county when/if the time comes that this is feasible and cost effective, in the meantime please please
please let's build the TRAIL NOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
Thank you.
 

 

mailto:peter@lighthouserealty.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: JOAN STEELE
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: Joni Steele
Subject: YES on 26!!!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:37:01 AM

Dear RTC,
Please vote YES on 26 at the upcoming RTC meeting. PLEASE!!!
Joni and Dan Steele
Capitola

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:danjobry@aol.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
mailto:danjobry@aol.com
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From: Russell Simpkins
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26!
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 6:43:12 PM

I can’t wait to take my family on bike rides through the most beautiful route in town, rail
bank and build interim trail now! 

Best,
Russell Simpkins 

mailto:russell_simpkins2030@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Russell Simpkins
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26!
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I can’t wait to take my family on bike rides through the most beautiful route in town, rail
bank and build interim trail now! 

Best,
Russell Simpkins 
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From: Jennifer Mott
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES on 26!
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 10:54:31 AM

I vote YES ON 26 in favor of rail banking and building an interim coastal trail now.

Thanks,
Jennifer Mott

Sent from my iPad

mailto:jen@terracats.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Brian Friel
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 9:21:46 AM

YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON
26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES
ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26
- YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON
26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - YES ON 26 - 

-- 
Brian Friel
831 234 2058
Young America Creative
www.thisisya.com

mailto:brian@thisisya.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
http://www.thisisya.com/


From: Walter J Smith
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 6:48:14 AM

Yes on #26!  Railbank and Build Interim Trail Now!

Thank You All!

--
  Walter J Smith
  mrjest@fastmail.com

mailto:mrjest@fastmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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Thank You All!

--
  Walter J Smith
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From: Lindsay Linden
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 10:52:35 AM

YES ON 26; Railbank and build interim trail now.
Thank you,
Lindsay Linden 
Soquel 95073

mailto:lindsayelinden@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Kristin Tosello
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:07:42 AM

Please vote yes on 26 and let’s get this trail built!

mailto:ktosello@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Selesa
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:02:26 AM

Good morning,﻿

Please note my vote of YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now. 

Thank you!

~ Selesa Webster 

mailto:selesaw@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Selesa
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
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Thank you!

~ Selesa Webster 
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From: Brian Peoples
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 4:11:12 PM

RTC,

Please approve #26 and direct RTC Staff to move forward with an interim trail design and
railbank the Coastal Corridor.

Best regards,

Brian Peoples
Trail Now

mailto:brian@trailnow.org
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Bonnie
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:47:29 AM

Please create this now for the community’s health and happiness.   It’s surprising how far behind other forward
thinking communities we are lagging

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bonnie619@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Kym Olivas
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 9:22:20 AM

Yes on 26 Railbank & build interim trail now:) 

Kym Olivas
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:KymO@ageeconstruction.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org




From: Kym Olivas
To: Regional Transportation Commission
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Kym Olivas
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From: Michael Bryant
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 3:21:57 PM

Railbank and build interim trail now.

Thank you,

Michael Bryant 
513 Sumner Ave
Aptos

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:michaeljamesbryant@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Kent Thrasher
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 7:47:44 AM

Please vote yes on 26.

Thanks

mailto:kthrasher@comcast.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Kent Thrasher
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 7:47:44 AM
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From: Rick Bar
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 6:34:36 PM

Please vote YES on 26!
Thanks
Rick Bar

mailto:rick.j.bar@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Joe
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 11:08:09 AM

Please vote yes on 26! We need a trail now.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:wuterboy@live.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Joe
To: Regional Transportation Commission
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Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 11:08:09 AM

Please vote yes on 26! We need a trail now.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kelly
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 11:31:45 AM

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kelly
To: Regional Transportation Commission
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Sent from my iPhone
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From: Tom
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 11:32:30 AM

Hello RTC,

Please vote Yes on 26. Let’s get started on a Coastal Trail NOW.

Tom Livingston
313 Rea Ridge Rd.
Aptos, CA 

mailto:lorne993@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Tom
To: Regional Transportation Commission
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From: Simon Cassar
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:03:50 PM

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:outlook_1563D786B988DD8A@outlook.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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From: Sean Clark
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 7:59:16 AM

Dear Santa Cruz County Regional Travel Commission,

I am a resident of Aptos and would like to express my strong support in favor of item # 26. 
Having lived in other areas where unused railways have been converted to usable pedestrian
and bicycle trails, the results have always appeared to be very positive.  Some great examples
of this include the Burke-Gilman trail in Seattle, sections of the Los Gatos trail in Santa Clara
County and the Monterey Bay Coastal Rail trail.  From a commuting standpoint, riders are
encouraged to bike to work where easy access to a trail is available  Furthermore, increased
pedestrian activity up and down these trails not only get families and individuals out of their
cars and exercising, but  typically drive increased economic growth for local businesses on
and around the trails.  

Please move forward with the interim Coastal Trail for Santa Cruz County.  It's the most cost-
effective, environmentally friendly and safe option for the region.  Santa Cruz County is
already a haven for hikers and bikers--this would only improve the quality of enjoyment for
residents and visitors alike.

Sincerely,

Sean Clark

mailto:seanclarkllm@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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effective, environmentally friendly and safe option for the region.  Santa Cruz County is
already a haven for hikers and bikers--this would only improve the quality of enjoyment for
residents and visitors alike.

Sincerely,

Sean Clark

mailto:seanclarkllm@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: David Schutz
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: Elizabeth Park
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 9:40:20 AM

Hello -

I’d just like to add my wife & my name to the group who believe that "YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim
Coastal Trail” is the right way to go.

Thank You,

David Schutz & Elizabeth Park
4445 Trout Gulch Rd
Aptos CA 95003
D: 408-234-8180
E: 408-318-3003

mailto:dpschutz@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
mailto:elizabeth.penandink@gmail.com
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From: Rich Gray
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 1:52:21 PM

mailto:rich@netgray.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Rich Gray
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 1:52:21 PM
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From: Sarat Khilnani
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail".
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 10:08:07 AM

I support this proposal and encourage you all to adopt it. It would be a great thing for future generations.

Thanks
Sarat

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:skhilnan@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Sarat Khilnani
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim Coastal Trail".
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 10:08:07 AM

I support this proposal and encourage you all to adopt it. It would be a great thing for future generations.

Thanks
Sarat

Sent from my iPhone
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mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: JJB@benzafamily.com
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 6:03:56 AM

I am writing to request a YES vote to railbank the existing track and build the bike and hike path
asap.
 
I moved to Aptos in the midst of C-19 last summer from Littleton, Colorado. I was surprised to see
the old train tracks still in place and the decades old debate on “mass transit rail” still going on. I am
glad we have moved past that but would ask that the rails and railroad ties be removed, the gravel
graded and the path paved.
 
You see, I “buy-in” (literally, more than $1M) to the idea that this is one of the most beautiful coasts
in the USA. I’ve lived a lot of places, and this will be my final move. I sold my pickup truck and bought
an e-bike with the savings from gas, registration fees, insurance and maintenance. No regrets – it is
so much fun to ride from the Santa Cruz Lighthouse to Monterey Lighthouse. The trains through Fort
Ord are awesome and Santa Cruz County could be too! To make that trek, I took the beach from
Brighton to Moss Landing – but a hike & bike path would keep me from weaving through beach
goers.
 
Anyway, please vote Yes on item 26 and get more people out of cars and onto e-bikes. Sure, I can
take a bus if the weather calls for it.
 
Sincerely,
John Benza
710 La Honda Ct
Aptos CA 95003
650-387-9554
 

mailto:jjb@benzafamily.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Heather Troy
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 2:01:08 PM

Ted Lorek wants the trail built NOW!
He died on our streets because their was not a trail. Build the fill trail corridor now!!

mailto:calluna360@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Heather Troy
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now
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Ted Lorek wants the trail built NOW!
He died on our streets because their was not a trail. Build the fill trail corridor now!!
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From: Ames
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now - Thank you!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 6:21:30 PM

mailto:ames@cruzio.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Ames
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now - Thank you!
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 6:21:30 PM
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From: Woutje Swets
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:21:04 AM

Dear People,
Please vote YES on item #26 and get this lovely scenic trail built. This has been dragging on
for nearly 10 years. Enough is enough.
Please vote YES on Item 26!
Thank you,
Wouterina Swets

mailto:woutje.swets@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Woutje Swets
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26, Railbank and build interim trail now
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:21:04 AM

Dear People,
Please vote YES on item #26 and get this lovely scenic trail built. This has been dragging on
for nearly 10 years. Enough is enough.
Please vote YES on Item 26!
Thank you,
Wouterina Swets
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From: TMA Kellogg
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26. Railbank and build interim trail now
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 5:09:43 PM

YES ON 26.  Railbank and build interim trail now.  This is our moment to finally move forward
on building a trail instead of the endless expensive studies.

Bicyclist for 62 years,
Tom Kellogg
Aptos

mailto:tmakellogg@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Clark, Steve
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 7:11:32 AM
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I support Yes on 26 . Good for the community and the environment .
 
Steve Clark
 
Steve Clark
Vice President, Labor Relations 

585 West Beach Street
Watsonville, CA 95076

Direct: 831-761-4717 | Cell: 831-254-9598
Email: steve.clark@gcinc.com

www.graniteconstruction.com
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From: frank wessels
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: yes on 26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 3:02:37 PM

Hello, I am a resident of south county, and I am writing to express my interest in a biking and
walking trail on the exisiting train tracks.. I think it is the best idea, that would be the most
coast efficient.  The folks of south county want to exercise, bike, walk their dogs, etc on a safe
scenic trial, just like folks on the west side of Santa Cruz do.  It is an issue of equity.  To address
public transportation needs, we should augment our existing bus system, and explore a future
system near Highway 1.  The use of the rail line for some new trains is a noisy expensive
waste, and I think it is not what working class residents of south county want. Please vote yes
on 26.

thank you,
Frank Wessels

mailto:few80@hotmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


YES ON 26: RAILBANK AND BUILD INTERIM TRAIL NOW

Item #26 for RTC meeting on Thursday, May 6th is the next step in opening the Santa

Cruz Coastal Corridor as a transportation resource.    To ensure the Coastal

Corridor remains a taxpayer-owned property, allows for mass transit options in the

future, and enables use of corridor TODAY as a trail, the railroad must be

railbanked.   Item #26 will allow for the corridor to be railbanked and, most

From: Trail Now
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: YES ON 26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 9:53:55 PM

mailto:brian@trailnow.org
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


important, initiate construction of an interim Coastal Trail.   

Please send emails to info@sccrtc.org by Wednesday noon and request "YES ON

26, Railbank and build interim trail now".
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From: Bowman, Doug
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes On Agenda Item #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:47:17 AM

Hi.  My name is Doug Bowman, and I am a resident of Capitola.
 
I would like to strongly urge the SCCRTC to vote yes on agenda item #26,   Railbank the
existing rails and build the trail now.  This is the optimum solution.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doug Bowman
 
 
 

- CONFIDENTIAL- 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential, and may also be legally
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not review, use, copy, or distribute
this message. If you receive this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply
email and then delete this email.
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From: Steve Miller
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on item 26 this Thursday
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 9:34:00 AM

Please consider a yes vote on item 26 to put the rail right of way into a usable trail ASAP.  This path would improve
cycling across the country by giving riders a way to avoid all the irregular terrain on the Soquel road route and give
cyclists a way to separate themselves from a great deal of vehicle traffic.  This will go a long way to helping reduce
vehicle/bicycle fatalities.

Thanks,
   Steve Miller

mailto:sdmiller151@outlook.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Jeff Singer
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on item 26!
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 8:42:35 PM

Railbank and build the interim trail now!

mailto:jeffsingerphoto@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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Subject: Yes on item 26!
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 8:42:35 PM
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From: Paul Braga
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on Item 26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 6:59:40 PM

Hello RTC

Please vote yes on item 26. We really need to start the interim trail as soon as possible. If we can do
railbanking too, it would be excellent.

Thank you,
Paul Braga
Aptos, CA

mailto:paulb25@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Donald Hicks
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on item 26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 6:30:32 PM

Please vote to rail bank and remove the tracks and build an interim trail.

Donald Hicks, La Selva Beach

mailto:JayHicks@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: Paul Braga
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on Item 26
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 6:59:40 PM

Hello RTC

Please vote yes on item 26. We really need to start the interim trail as soon as possible. If we can do
railbanking too, it would be excellent.

Thank you,
Paul Braga
Aptos, CA
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mailto:info@sccrtc.org


From: barbara harris
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on item# 26 -build trail now!
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 11:36:59 AM

To SCCRTC,

I live at 2631 Capitola Ave, Soquel, CA 95073. 
I am all for railbanking the rail corridor and building the interim Greenway trail, along with 
improving our existing public transit system -METRO. 
I am a senior who is anxiously waiting for a safe bike and walking path as a way to for getting 
to work on my bike and riding and walking for my health. 
For the past few years, I have been aware of the problem of expense and hazards with the 
smart train in Marin. It runs right behind my in sister in laws house, it has low ridership, is 
costly to ride for the working class person and they are again out of funds. There are traffic 
jams at the crossings in town and at least 11 people have been hit and killed.
Please bring us a trail ASAP! We want to enjoy our county by having a safe, lovely trail to 
bike and walk.

Thank you,
Barbara Harris

mailto:artdog108@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Brian Brunelli
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on rail banking
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:38:51 AM

To: SCCRTC

On May 6, please vote YES on item 26 to rail bank the tracks and build an interim trail right now.  Thank
you. 

Brian Brunelli
Aptos, CA  

mailto:calimove1@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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To: Regional Transportation Commission
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On May 6, please vote YES on item 26 to rail bank the tracks and build an interim trail right now.  Thank
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Brian Brunelli
Aptos, CA  
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From: Jonathon Klinkman
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes on railbank, item #26
Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 11:59:16 AM

It is long overdue for the rail corridor to be available for transportation.  Walking and
bicycling are methods of transportation and with the growing popularity of ebikes,
bicycle transportation is easier than ever.  Please vote for railbanking of the corridor
so that a usable and affordable trail can be built to allow for transportation methods
that will take people out of cars and therefore reduce vehicle traffic and car
emissions.
Jonathon Klinkman

mailto:jpklinkman@comcast.net
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Liz
To: Regional Transportation Commission
Subject: Yes vote, Item #26 for RTC meeting on Thursday, May 6th.
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 9:01:30 AM

Good Morning,

Please vote yes on Item #26 for RTC meeting on Thursday, May 6th.  It is time to pull those tracks and build a safe,
biking/walking trail that will benefit our community.

Thank you!

Liz Ruggles
Aptos, CA

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:eruggles@gmail.com
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
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From: Gregory Becker
To: andy.schiffrin@santacruzcounty.us; Regional Transportation Commission
Cc: Gregory Becker
Subject: Your bike ride / Agenda Item 26
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:22:52 AM

Dear Andy Schiffren

I’ve been meaning to reach out to you since you mentioned, a couple of RTC meetings ago, your round trip bike ride
from Santa Cruz to Watsonville.

I was delighted that someone from Santa Cruz might see the challenges of biking in South County.  You mentioned
that you took two routes, which I guess would be Freedom Boulevard and San Andreas Road.  You got to
experience by both routes the beauty of South County and also the peril of bicycling down here.  I don’t know how
many bike lanes there are in Santa Cruz County that immediately abut, by inches in places, traffic at 50 MPH. They
do not feel comfortable or safe for more cautious riders, such as myself. I ride them, but I don’t feel safe.

As Ryan Coonerty’s alternate, I understand your RTC position.  But I also remember you as Gary Patton’s man
from when I was on the Cable Television Advisory Commission.  Ah those days… maybe this rail or trail debate
equals the intensity from then. (Except we don’t have an a lobbying ordinance now! Too bad.)

Based on your personal experience, I hope you will vote for Railbanking the corridor and put it to immediate use for
true carbon neutral recreation and transportation. Please vote yes on Agenda Item 26.

Thank you for your consideration,

Greg Becker
La Selva Beach

mailto:greg@laselva.us
mailto:andy.schiffrin@santacruzcounty.us
mailto:info@sccrtc.org
mailto:greg@laselva.us
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