Email correspondence To: SCCRTC Bicycle Advisory Committee
From: Caltrans District 5 staff
Re: New Caltrans Complete Streets policy

February 7, 2022

As SCCRTC is aware, Caltrans has in recent years increasingly worked towards the integration of non-
motorized infrastructure improvements into projects in the Santa Cruz region. DP-37 solidifies our
continued commitment to creating a world class transportation system that includes walking, biking,
transit, and passenger rail. Transforming the current statewide auto-centric transportation network
towards a principally active transportation system is a monumental effort, but one that is necessary if
we are to collectively achieve the State’s Climate, Public Health, Environmental, and Equity goals.

Attached for your reference is a copy of the DP-37. SCCRTC, local partners, and committees can read
the policy to better understand that all transportation projects funded or overseen by Caltrans will
provide comfortable, convenient, and connected complete streets facilities where current and/or
future needs are identified unless an exception is documented and approved. When Caltrans staff
decisions are made not to include complete streets elements in capital and maintenance projects, the
justification will be documented with final approval by the responsible District Director.

Some may question what constitutes “an exception.” This policy will continue to be reviewed internally
to help answer this question completely, but initial presumptions are that there could be locations
where complete streets are simply infeasible. While Caltrans is committed to complete streets, we also
have a duty to ensure that all improvements built are safe for non-motorized users and investments go
towards the highest priority locations for communities throughout the region. Caltrans urges SCCRTC
and other local partners to continue developing community supported active transportation plans to
determine pedestrian and bicyclist needs, and partner to help fund complete streets improvements.
Caltrans is planning to discuss this topic again at the March ITAC. Staff will also be discussing the final
District AT plan at this month’s ITAC. [RTC’s Interagency Technical Advisory Committee meetings are
scheduled for the third Thursday of every month at 1:30pm https://sccrtc.org/meetings/inter-agency/
-TT]

Regards,

Gus Alfaro Jr.
Caltrans District 5
Planning Division


https://sccrtc.org/meetings/inter-agency/

Attachment
California Department of Transportation

Director’s Policy Number:  DP-37

Effective Date: December?7, 2021
Supersedes: DD-64-R2 (10/16/2014)

Responsible

Programs:. Finance
Maintenance & Operations
Planning and Modal Programs
Project Delivery
Safety Programs
Sustainability

Title Complete Streets

Policy
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) recognizes that
walking, biking, transit, and passenger rail are integral to our vision of
delivering a brighter future for all through a world-class transportation
network. Additionally, Caltrans recognizes that streets are not only used
for transportation but are also valuable community spaces.
Accordingly, in locations with current and/or future pedestrian,
bicycle, or transit needs, all transportation projects funded or overseen
by Caltrans will provide comfortable, convenient, and connected
complete streets facilities for people walking, biking, and taking transit
or passenger rail unless an exception is documented and approved.
When decisions are made not to include complete streets elements in
capital and maintenance projects, the justification will be
documented with final approval by the responsible District Director.

Opportunities for complete streets exist in all phases of project
development from planning and design to construction, operations,
and maintenance. Complete streets projects should prioritize
underserved communities that have been historically harmed and
segmented by the transportation network and should serve people of
all ages and abillities. Furthermore, Caltrans commits to removing
unnecessary policy and procedural barriers and partnering with
communities and agencies to ensure projects on local and state
transportation systems improve the connectivity to existing and
planned pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities, and accessibility to
existing and planned destinations, where possible.

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment.”





























