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WELCOME AND 

INTRODUCTIONS



Meeting 
Agenda

Technical Advisor Roles and Goals

RCIS Background

Review Data and Plans

Conservation Element Selection 
Process



RCIS 
Program 
Components
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Regional Conservation 
Assessment (RCA)

Purpose:  Assess 
conservation 
opportunities at 
an ecoregional 
scale

Regional Conservation 
Investment Strategy 
(RCIS)

Purpose:  Develop a 
voluntary 
conservation 
strategy to inform 
conservation 
investments and 
advance mitigation

Mitigation Credit 
Agreement (MCA)

Purpose:  Provide an 
advance mitigation 
tool for use on public 
and private lands, to 
offset CESA, CEQA, 
LSA, & other impacts 



RCIS Essentials

Å Developed by a public agency and approved by CDFW

Å Voluntary, non-regulatory

Å Non-binding on land use authorities

Å Developed to complement HCPs, NCCPs, banks

Å Intended to be done quickly

Å Good for 10 years, extendable

Å Required in order to develop CDFW mitigation credit agreements

Å CDFW program but goal is to address other resource agency needs to 
make plans broadly applicable



RCIS 
Components

Å Ecological assessment of focal species & other 
conservation elements

Å Pressures/stressors  (e.g. climate change, invasives)

Å Goals and objectives

Å Identify conservation & enhancement actions

Å Consistent with NCCP, HCP, RCA, and recovery plans

Å Major foreseeable development including 
infrastructure projects 

Å Assess existing protected lands

Å Summary of banks in RCIS area

Å Opportunities for working lands conservation
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Implementation 
Overview

RCIS can/should inform strategic conservation as part 

of

Å Regional prioritization and road map for critical 

future actions

ÅGuide government and private grants/philanthropy

Å Focus mitigation funding, including advance 

mitigation
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