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Appendix C Letter of Support

This appendix contains the letter provided by the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) requesting approval of the RCIS.
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Mareh 30, 2022

Mz, Chartton H, Bonham

Ditector

Caltomia Department of Fsh ang Wikdile
1416 9" Stroot, 12" Floor

Socramento, CA 942442070

Dear . Bonham:

In cccordance with ColMoamia Fish and Game Code (FGC) Secrhon 1852(a) the
Caitomia Department of Transpontation (Caltraong) Dsinct 5. o state
HONSPDONATON NACSITUCTIE OQBNCY. requests thot Ing Collfomia Depanment of
Fsh ona wiaste (CDFW) opprove me Sonta Cruz County Regional Consernvanion
Investment Strategy (SCr RCIS). The proposed SCr RCIS encompasses a portion
of DisiricCt 5 ond has been developed by a coliaborative group of siate ong
IDCAl QOONCINs and NON-RONTs thIcugh a steernng commiltee 10 held achiove
IMEOIOVEd CONSErvanon ana PUBDIC INaINUC ILUre ouICOmeEs In e region.

Caltrans Delleves INat G wocesiuly implemented SCr RCIS couid signficantly
further the State’s putiic Infrastructiure goals and reglonal conservation
objectives. By wsing a sclence-based approach o ideniify areas of high
Conssrvaion value in the County, the SCr RCIS will abo help ogencies ovold ond
minimize projec! Impocts and idgentify prordly Conservasion ochions for
compensalory mrigation, inCiuaing as port of aavance MTIQation programs.
Caltrans antcipates comsruc Son of severd rarsponiotion projects over the next
10 years in Santo Cruz County, some of which will require compensalory
mEIRONoN and May benelll rom advanced MIBgaTon guided Ly the SCr RCIS,

In accordance with California Streets and Highway Code (CSHC |Section
8000.4()). Caltrans is requesting approval of the SCr RCIS in part 1o
facilitate mifigation for ransportation infasructure projects. As such, the
SCr RCE, ¥ opproved by the COFW, shall not count against the It on
the number of regional conservation investment strategies et in Section
1861 of the CFGC.
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M. Bonham
March X0, 2022
Poge 2

Caltrant understanas Ihat this leftaer and suppor! for the SCr RCIS coes
no! obligate Caoltrons 10 IMmplement any part of the RCIS, However,
Caitrans continues 1o maintain support for davelopment of a robust RCIS
and future Mitigation Credit Agreemaeants, 1o implemaent the conservation
poals of the SCr RCIS.

Thonk you 10f your CONSIdeecnon, Shoukd you Nave any Guestions, Dleaie 00 No!
nesiiare 10 contoct me o1 (B0S5) 549-3127 of m QUDDINSEA0! CO.Q0V.

Sincoroly,

Rl Jkr

TIMOTHY M. GUBBINS
Diirict Director

¢: Karon Wouss, Lonascope Consorvaton Plonning Program Manogor, Collformo
Depariment of fish and Wildite
Meinda Moinar, Office Chief of Strategic Biological Planning. Advonce

Mifigation, and innovaton, Division of Enviconmental Anolysis, Callfornia
Depariment of Transpornation
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