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The Safe on 17 Task 

Force was formed to 

develop and implement 

collision reducing 

strategies, such as 

additional CHP 

enforcement, traffic 

safety improvements, 

and public education



Information Item

Safe on 17 CHP Enforcement

Partnership with CHP and MTC SAFE to provide additional 

traffic enforcement on Highway 17 to ensure safe driving 

speeds.

Photo credit: CHP Santa Cruz Twitter

Current agreements expires June 30, 2024

New 3-year agreements to continue funding additional 

CHP for Highway 17

$100,000 annual contribution from RTC

$50,000 annual contribution from MTC



Information Item

Freeway Service Patrol

FSP clears vehicle accidents, picks up dangerous items left on 

the roadway and helps stranded motorists.

Last year in numbers:

548 assists on Highway 1

671 assists on Highway 17

Hwy 1 FSP: Mon-Fri 6:00am - 9:00am, select weekends

Hwy 17 FSP: Mon-Fri 6:30am - 9:30am, Sun 1-7pm



Information Item

Call Boxes

Roadside call boxes also provide an important service for 

motorists without cell phones, and in areas with unreliable 

cellular reception. 

70 call boxes located throughout Santa Cruz County

19 call boxes on Highway 17 

511 mobile call box in Santa Clara County



Information Item

Highway 1 Bridge Demo

24-hour full closure scheduled between Bay Avenue/Porter Street and Park Avenue for 

crews to demolish the Capitola Avenue overcrossing. March 23-24 starting at 7 p.m. 

3/20 update - Closure cancelled due 

to forecasted rain



Information Item

Safe on 17 Annual Report

Reviews the work done by the CHP, Caltrans, SCCRTC and other 

stakeholders to continue to improve safety on Highway 17.

Photo credit: Highway 17 Commuters page (Facebook)

2023 Summary

636 total collisions on Highway 17

5 fatal collisions and 197 injury collisions

822 overtime citations issued

923 overtime hours logged



Enforcement Activities

Collisions, Citations, and OT Hours



Baseline

Injury & Fatal Collisions on Highway 17
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2023 Statistics

CHP Santa Cruz

247 Collisions on Highway 17
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2023 Statistics

CHP San Jose

389 Collisions on Highway 17
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Upcoming Highway

17 Enforcement 

FY 23/24 Funds

$50k remaining for Safe on 17 

enhanced enforcement through 

June 2024 for CHP San Jose and 

CHP Santa Cruz

Use it or lose it funds

Discuss plans for Spring and 

Summer enforcement



Upcoming Public Information Activities  

Start Smarts Teen Driver Education Age Well Drive Smarts B.A.D.G.E.S



Caltrans Updates

Construction & Maintenance Projects



April 3rd, 6:00pm -7:30pm

Caltrans is developing a 

Resiliency and Adaptation 

Plan from SR 1 in Santa 

Cruz to the I-280/I-880 

interchange in San Jose.

Virtual 

Community 

Meeting



Caltrans D5

Santa Cruz County Construction Projects

Jarvis Slide Rock Fence

Construct rock fence/barrier at Jarvis Slide 

to stabilize the slope. Project near 

COMPLETION.

High Friction Surface Treatments

Grind pavement, place Hot Mix Asphalt 

(HMA), and apply High Friction Surface 

Treatment (HFST) and contrasting surface 

treatment to improve safety. 

Wildlife Habitat Crossing

Construct wildlife undercrossing. Project in 

CLOSE OUT.



Caltrans D4

Santa Clara County Projects

Roadway Improvement Project

Preserve and extend the service life of the 

existing pavement and improve ride quality. 

Project near COMPLETION

Corridor Congestion Relief Project

Construct improvements on SR 17 and 

upgrade the SR 17/SR 9 interchange in the 

Town of Los Gatos. Project IN DESIGN

Wildlife & Trail Crossings

Construct wildlife undercrossing to improve 

motorist safety by reducing the potential for 

collisions with wildlife (and recreational 

users). Project IN ENVIRONMENTAL



Traffic Systems Operations Updates



Caltrans Quickmap

Includes current traffic speed, lane and road closures 

caused by construction and maintenance work, 

changeable message signs, highway cameras, and 

more.

Get in on Google Play or the App Store to take 

advantage of location-based alerts.

Receive alerts on your mobile device for nearby road 

closures, emergencies, and other traffic updates.

Real-time Traffic Conditions

Download the App

Push Notifications
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